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Current Water Meter Fee Schedule 

EFFECTIVE / RATES 2026 

For the most current fees, refer to the Houston Permitting Center Water Meter online application, or ask for a 
printed or emailed copy. 

Before using this schedule 

These are the meter prices displayed in the City of Houston Small Water Meter Application. The 

application states that the amount displayed is not the final price of the permit. The price 

displayed is the total cost of small water meter and a $100.71 inspection fee. Small meter sizes 

are 5/8”-2”. 

WHAT THE DISPLAYED PRICE DOES NOT CONFIRM 

The application does not itemize whether labor, taps, pavement restoration, inspections, administrative charges, 
impact fees, deposits, plumbing permits or other project-dependent costs are included. Do not quote the displayed 
meter price as the complete project or permit total. 

Class of service 

The application uses the same displayed meter-price schedule for Commercial, 

Education/Institution, Government, Industry, Multifamily and Residential classes. Availability still 

depends on the property, construction type, service configuration and application review. 

New construction note 

The application states that new-construction projects require a minimum 1-inch domestic water 

meter for both residential and commercial services. Confirm eligibility before requesting a 5/8-

inch domestic option as available. 
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EFFECTIVE / RATES 2026 

For the most current fees, refer to the Houston Permitting Center Water Meter online application, or ask for a 
printed or emailed copy. 

 

New meter prices 

Meter service Meter size Displayed fee Purpose / scope 
New domestic 5/8 in. $303.02 Main water source for a residential or 

commercial building. 
New domestic 1 in. $392.93 Main water source for a residential or 

commercial building. 
New domestic 1-1/2 in. $538.18 Main water source for a residential or 

commercial building. 
New domestic 2 in. $670.31 Main water source for a residential or 

commercial building. 
New irrigation 5/8 in. $303.02 Water source for vegetation or livestock. 
New irrigation 1 in. $392.93 Water source for vegetation or livestock. 
New irrigation 1-1/2 in. $538.18 Water source for vegetation or livestock. 
New irrigation 2 in. $670.31 Water source for vegetation or livestock. 
New ultrasonic fire 1 in. $425.12 Fire-rated meter when a building requires a 

fire-suppression system. 
New ultrasonic fire 1-1/2 in. $623.08 Fire-rated meter when a building requires a 

fire-suppression system. 
New ultrasonic fire 2 in. $754.08 Fire-rated meter when a building requires a 

fire-suppression system. 

Irrigation configuration 

An irrigation request may require a tee-off from domestic service, stand-alone service for vacant 

land or a common area, a separate tap, an esplanade installation, or a City park installation. 

Eligibility and total charges vary by configuration. 
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EFFECTIVE / RATES 2026 

For the most current fees, refer to the Houston Permitting Center Water Meter online application, or ask for a 
printed or emailed copy. 

 

Meter enlargement prices 

Meter service Meter size Permit fee Purpose / scope 
Enlarge domestic 5/8 to 1 in. $190.62 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge domestic 5/8 to 1-1/2 in. $308.57 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge domestic 5/8 to 2 in. $440.70 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge domestic 1 to 1-1/2 in. $125.42 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge domestic 1 to 2 in. $257.55 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge domestic 1-1/2 to 2 in. $139.60 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 5/8 to 1 in. $190.62 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 5/8 to 1-1/2 in. $308.57 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 5/8 to 2 in. $440.70 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 1 to 1-1/2 in. $125.42 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 1 to 2 in. $257.55 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge irrigation 1-1/2 to 2 in. $139.60 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 5/8 to 1 in. $222.81 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 5/8 to 1-1/2 in. $393.47 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 5/8 to 2 in. $524.47 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 1 to 1-1/2 in. $541.09 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 1 to 2 in. $425.40 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
Enlarge ultrasonic fire 1-1/2 to 2 in. $307.45 Remove the existing meter and replace it with 

a larger meter. 
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EFFECTIVE / RATES 2026 

For the most current fees, refer to the Houston Permitting Center Water Meter online application, or ask for a 
printed or emailed copy. 

 

Change-out, abandonment and relocations 

Meter service Meter size Permit fee Purpose / scope 
Ultrasonic fire change-out 1 to 1 in. $132.90 Replace a domestic meter with a same-size 

fire-rated meter. 
Ultrasonic fire change-out 1-1/2 to 1-1/2 in. $185.61 Replace a domestic meter with a same-size 

fire-rated meter. 
Ultrasonic fire change-out 2 to 2 in. $184.48 Replace a domestic meter with a same-size 

fire-rated meter. 
Cut, plug and abandon 5/8 in. $100.71 Remove the existing meter and facilitate 

meter-account shutdown. 
Cut, plug and abandon 1 in. $100.71 Remove the existing meter and facilitate 

meter-account shutdown. 
Cut, plug and abandon 1-1/2 in. $100.71 Remove the existing meter and facilitate 

meter-account shutdown. 
Cut, plug and abandon 2 in. $100.71 Remove the existing meter and facilitate 

meter-account shutdown. 
Relocate meter 5/8 in. $100.71 Move an existing meter to a different location 

onsite. 
Relocate meter 1 in. $100.71 Move an existing meter to a different location 

onsite. 
Relocate meter 1-1/2 in. $100.71 Move an existing meter to a different location 

onsite. 
Relocate meter 2 in. $100.71 Move an existing meter to a different location 

onsite. 
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EFFECTIVE / RATES 2026 

For the most current fees, refer to the Houston Permitting Center Water Meter online application, or ask for a 
printed or emailed copy. 

Possible Account Security Deposits 

Customer Type Identification Provided Possible Deposit Notes 

Residential – Individual 
owner 

Both requested identification items 
provided 

$100 
Deposit may be required during 
account setup. 

Residential – Individual 
owner 

Only the owner's SSN or Texas driver's-
license/state-ID number provided 

$200 
Deposit may be required during 
account setup. 

Residential – Individual 
owner 

Owner declines to provide both 
identification items 

$300 
Deposit may be required during 
account setup. 

Commercial – Business 
account 

Business and tax-identification 
information provided 

Calculated 

Determined according to City 
requirements and account 
circumstances; no universal flat 
amount is published. 

 

Important 
Security deposits are separate from the displayed meter price, permit fees, impact fees, and other 

project-related charges. The final deposit amount is determined during account establishment. 
 

Sources and use 

Small Water Meter Application: 

https://www.houstonwaterbills.houstontx.gov/ProdDP/Billing/AccountBasedServiceRequest/SmallWaterMeterApplicationRequest/sm

all 

 

City-Wide Fee Schedule:  

https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/fin_feeschedule/default.aspx 

 

IDS / Taps and Meters homepage:  

https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/infrastructure-development-services/taps-meters#agency-links-1416  

 

Contacts:  

Taps and Meters application intake – Taptechs@houstontx.gov  

Meter Inspections and Compliance - ucsinspection@houstontx.gov  

New Services - hpc.newservices@houstontx.gov  


