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The De Minimis Impact Credit is intended to streamline the review and approval of small-scale projects 
appended to existing developments and are expected to have only a negligible impact on the City’s drainage 
system.  The scope of work, tract size and existing impervious cover (in the case of residential projects) are 
key factors in determining eligibility for De Minimis Impact Credit.  

If a scope of work exceeds the allowable threshold (1%, 5% or 750 SF), De Minimis Impact Credit is NOT 
applicable. The De Minimis Impact Credit hinges on the scope of work in its entirety being negligible in impact 
and cannot be subtracted from the requirements for larger projects.  

Each De Minimis Impact Credit clause contains specific criteria tailored to the applicable tract size, land use, or 
development condition. Accordingly, each provision should be evaluated independently based on its unique 
eligibility requirements as follows:  

Detention Criteria 1 and 2 (Section 9.2.01.H.3.b & c of 2026 IDM Chapter 9)  

• For residential tracts under or equal to 15,000 SF that exceed their detention exemption of 65% 
impervious cover, the allowable 5% is limited by an upper bound of 70% impervious cover. 70% is not 
to be exceeded even if the scope of work is less than 5%.  

• For residential tracts above 15,000 SF that exceed their detention exemption of 9750 SF/40% 
impervious cover, the De Minimis Impact Credit is limited to 750 SF. In theory, the De Minimis Impact 
Credit can be applied to properties with any amount of existing impervious cover.  

• Repetitive submittals to claim De Minimis Impact Credit is accepted as long as the summation of all 
historical submittals for the tract does not exceed the maximum credit allowance. 

Detention Criteria 3 (Section 9.2.01.H.3.d of 2026 IDM Chapter 9)  

• De Minimis Impact Credit can only be claimed once per tract (unless the tract is subdivided with clear 
lot lines, then the credit can be claimed once per lot) even if the full 1% is not used in its entirety.  

De Minimis Impact Credit Application Flow Chart and Examples are attached to this memo. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                               OFFICE OF THE CITY ENGINEER 
  STORMWATER 

  DE MINIMIS IMPACT CREDIT 
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINE 

 
 
 

 

StormPlanReview@houstontx.gov (832) 394-9402 http://bit.ly/3mgHuru 
 

Page 2 of 6 revised: August 2026 Form: OCE-1006a 
 

DE MINIMIS IMPACT CREDIT APPLICATION FLOW CHART 
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DE MINIMIS IMPACT CREDIT APPLICATION EXAMPLES 

                                                                                       

                                                                                          Example 1: Residential tracts that fall under detention 

                                                                                                     criteria 1&2 and exceed their 

                                                                                                     detention exemption.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scenario #1: A residential lot is 6072 SF at 65% impervious proposing a 300 SF patio addition.  
 
This project qualifies for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is under 5% and the final 
impervious amount does not exceed 70% of the lot size.  
 
          5% X 6072 SF = 303.6 SF > 300 SF  
 
          70% X 6072 SF = 4250.4 SF > 65% X 6072 SF + 300 SF = 4246.8 SF  
 
Scenario #2: A residential lot is 6072 SF at 68% impervious proposing a 300 SF patio addition.  
 
This project does not qualify for De Minimis Impact Credit since the final impervious amount exceeds 70% of 
the lot size.  
 
          5% X 6072 SF = 303.6 SF > 300 SF  
 
          70% X 6072 SF = 4250.4 SF < 68% X 6072 SF + 300 SF = 4429 SF  
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Scenario #3: A residential lot is 6072 SF at 65% impervious proposing a 400 SF patio addition.  
 
This project does not qualify for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work exceeds 5% and final 
impervious amount exceeds 70% of the lot size.  
 

5% X 6072 SF = 303.6 SF < 400 SF  
 
Scenario #4: A residential lot is 20,000 SF at 9750 SF/40% impervious proposing a 300 SF patio addition.  
 
This project qualifies for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is under 750 SF/5% of entire 
lot size.  
 

5% X 20,000 SF = 1,000 SF > 750 SF, 750 SF > 300 SF 
 

Scenario #5: A residential lot is 20,000 SF at 9750 SF/40% impervious proposing a 1,000 SF patio addition.  
 
This project does not qualify for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is over 750 SF.  
 

5% X 20,000 SF = 1,000 SF > 750 SF, 750 SF < 1,000 SF  
 
Scenario #6: A residential lot is 20,000 SF at 95% impervious proposing a 300 SF patio addition.  
 
This project qualifies for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is under 750 SF/5% of entire 
lot size.  
 

5% X 20,000 SF = 1,000 SF > 750 SF, 750 SF > 300 SF 
 
 
NOTE: Residential tracts that fall under detention criteria 2 and exceed their detention exemption apply De 
Minimis Impact Credit the same way as above. However, take note of the upper tract size limit for criteria 2. 
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Example 2: Residential subdivisions that fall under detention criteria 3.  
 

 
 
Scenario #1: A 3-acre Residential Subdivision has 30 lots. The owner of lot 6 is proposing a patio addition of 
50 SF and the lot size is 6072 SF.   
 
This project qualifies for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is under 1% of the lot size.  
 

1% X 6072 SF = 60.72 SF > 50 SF  
 
Scenario #2: A 3-acre Residential Subdivision has 30 lots. The owner of lot 6 is proposing a patio addition of 
100 SF and the lot size is 6072 SF.   
 
This project does not qualify for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is over 1% of the lot 
size.  
 

1% X 6072 SF = 60.72 SF < 100 SF 
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Example 3: Commercial developments that fall under detention criteria 3 with clear lot lines. 
 

 
 
Scenario #1: A 19-acre Commercial Development is divided into 4 lots. The owner of one lot is proposing a 
building addition of 4000 SF and the lot size is 11 acres.   
 
This project qualifies for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is under 1% of the lot size.  
 

1% X 11 acres X 43560 SF/acre = 4791.6 SF > 4000 SF  
 
Scenario #2: A 19-acre Commercial Development is divided into 4 lots. The owner of one lot is proposing a 
building addition of 5000 SF, and the lot size is 11 acres.   
 
This project does not qualify for De Minimis Impact Credit since the entire scope of work is over 1% of the lot 
size.  
 

1% X 11 acres X 43560 SF/acre = 4791.6 SF < 5000 SF 
 
NOTE: If a commercial development does not have clear lot lines on the plat, they will apply the 1% De 
Minimis Impact Credit based on tract size. Other scenarios will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 


