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The Fire Marshal’s Office is responsible for conducting plan reviews and 

on-site inspections for the following systems:

• Fire alarms

• Standpipes

• Fire department access

• Fire department access gates

• Fire sprinkler (on-site inspection only; no plan review)

PLAN REVIEW AND INSPECTION 

RESPONSIBILITIES



The Fire Marshal's Office follows a step-by-step process for plan reviews and on-site inspections:

1. Plan Submission: Contractors submit their plans, which are then routed to our review team.

2. Compliance Review: Our team reviews the plans to ensure they meet safety and code 

requirements. If compliant, the plans are approved. You can access our plan review checklists 

at www.houstonpermittingcenter.org  

3. Scheduling Inspections: After approval, contractors schedule an on-site inspection with our 

office at 832.394.8853. Currently, online scheduling is not available for inspections.

4. Final Approval: Once the on-site inspection is successfully completed, we finalize the permit, 

allowing the project to move forward.

PLAN REVIEW & INSPECTION PROCESS

http://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/


ADDITIONAL SERVICES

• Expedited Plan Review

• After-Hours Inspections

Call (832) 394-8853 to schedule



HOW TO MAKE SURE YOUR BUILDING IS FIRE 

ACCESS COMPLIANT

• Required under 2021 Houston Fire Code (Section 503)

• Reviewed during plan review & field inspection

• Ensures firefighters can reach your building safely



FIRE LANES AND ACCESS ROADS

• Minimum width: 20 feet

• Vertical clearance: 13 feet 6 inches (with exceptions per Life 

Safety Bureau Standard 03, Section 3.4.6.1)

• Load Capacity: Must support a 90,000-pound load and be 

all-weather (International Fire Code | IFC 2021 Appendix D, 

City of Houston amendments)

• Turnarounds: Required for dead-end fire lanes longer 

than150 feet (IFC 2021 Appendix D, City of Houston 

amendments, and Life Safety Bureau Standard 03 Appendix 

C)

• Fire lanes: Must stay clear; no parking or storage



GATES, HYDRANTS, AND INSPECTION

• Access gates: Must be at least 20 feet wide and have Knox key 

entry (Life Safety Bureau Standard 04)

• Building access: Every portion of a building must be within 150 

feet of an approved fire department access route (with 

exceptions)

• Hydrant clearance: Keep 3 feet of clearance around all 

hydrants

• Schedule inspections: Fire Marshal’s Office at 832-394-8853



CONTACT US

• Phone: (832) 394-8853

• In Person: 

  1002 Washington Ave., Basement Level
    Houston, Texas 77002 

• Website: bit.ly/HouFireMarshal

Fire Marshal Office



Questions and Answers



thank you!
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