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WHAT IS THE 30-DAY PERMITTING PROGRAM?

Goals & Responsibility 
• Issue residential permits within      

30 business days or less
• Requires participation in a 

structured 3-cycle review process
• Promotes consistency and 

transparency
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30-DAY RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM  
REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS
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PROJECT SELECTION

Projects Allowed:
• Single Family Residences
• Master Plans 4 and under
• Projects that have met prerequisite 

review

Projects Not Allowed:
• Separate Sitework Approval required
• Models and Repeats
• Townhouse
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

• Structured 3-Cycle Review

• Shared Accountability

• Collaborative Communication

• Wastewater Capacity Reservation | WCR 
and Impact Fee Requirements 
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STRUCTURED 3-CYCLE REVIEW
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SHARED ACCOUNTABILITY

• Applicants commit to submitting 
complete, high-quality plans

• Timely responses to City Comments:
• Within 7 business days - first review 

cycle
• Within 6 business days - second review 

cycle
• Promotes efficiency and collaboration 

across all review stages
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COLLABORATIVE COMMUNICATION

Intake Team
• Provide timely updates on project selection
• Share clear criteria and timelines

Plan Reviewer Engagement
• Clear, timely engagement with reviewers to 

reduce unnecessary back-and-forth
• Ensure complete, high-quality submissions
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WASTEWATER CAPACITY RESERVATION | WCR 
AND IMPACT FEE REQUIREMENTS

At Submittal
• The Wastewater Capacity Reservation letter is not required
For Preliminary Review
• Provide either the Wastewater Capacity Reservation 

application, project number, or the letter
Before the Second Review Cycle
• Impact fees must be paid
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RESIDENTIAL APPLICATION PROCESS
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HOUSTON CONSTRUCTION CODE

2021 International Codes (Effective Jan 1, 2024):
• Residential Code (IRC)
• Building Code (IBC)
• Fire Code (IFC)
• Existing Building Code (IEBC)
• Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
• Swimming Pool & Spa Code (ISPSC)

2021 Uniform Codes (Effective Jan 1, 2024):
• Mechanical Code (UMC)
• Plumbing Code (UPC)

2023 National Electrical Code (NEC):
• Effective Sept 1, 2023



APPLICATION PROCESS

Wastewater Capacity Reservation Letter
If your project requires a Wastewater Capacity Reservation Letter, the application must be submitted separately
through iPermits (preferably before submitting your plans). For more information, go to: https://bit.ly/43Ex0nf
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APPLICATION PROCESS

*Departmental Reviews
Plans are routed to the following departments:
     Structural          Taps & Meters          Planning          Traffic
If applicable:         Flood         Houston Airport System          Storm Drainage

13



14

PRELIMINARY REVIEW REQUIREMENTS
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CALCULATING SQUARE FOOTAGE (PERMIT FEES)

Include in your total 
square footage:
• Areas under a roof
• Finished & unfinished 

spaces
• Conditioned basements 

and attics
• Porches and garages
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Submit a complete set of plans, 
including:
• Site Plan or Survey
• Foundation Plan (if applicable)

PLAN REQUIREMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION



17

Include the following in your 
plan set:
• Floor plans

• Show existing footprint
• Label changes (walls, 

windows, doors)
• Elevation plans.
• Door and window schedule
• Wall section details

PLAN REQUIREMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION 
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Include the following in your 
plan set:

• Roofing and framing plan 
(show purlins, ceiling joists,
rafters)

• Truss details (if applicable)
• Wind strapping information

PLAN REQUIREMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION 
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Include the following in your plan set
(if applicable):

• 2021 International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC) (Prescriptive, REScheck, or IC3)

• Residential Prerequisite Checklist           
(Form CE-1301) (for new construction only)

• Grading and Fill Worksheet                     
(Form CE-1094)

• Impervious Percentage Calculation        
(Form CE-1207)

PLAN REQUIRMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION 



20

DEED RESTRICTIONS

 Check if there are any deed restrictions in 
your neighborhood
 Contact your Homeowners Association (HOA) or 

civic association for copies​​.
 Search deed restrictions online at Harris County 

Clerk website: cclerk.hctx.net 

 Deed Restriction Enforcement
 Neighborhood Services Section Deed 

Restriction Enforcement Team
 P.O. Box 368, Houston, Texas 77001
 Deed Restriction Hotline: (832) 393-6333
 Fax: (832) 393-6259
 drcomplaints@houstontx.gov



21

FLOODPLAIN REQUIREMENTS

• Check if your property is in a floodplain: 
https://bit.ly/3IgEqWW

• If it is, approval is required from the 
Floodplain Management Office for any 
project.

• For questions:
• Call: 832-394-8854 or
• Email: fmo@houstontx.gov.

Scan the QR code to 
access the Houston 

Map Viewer

bit.ly/3IgEqWW
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SINGLE-FAMILY CHECKLISTS
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE GETTING A 
PERMIT

• Plans must be approved before a 
permit is issued
• Applies to new homes, additions, 

remodels, and most repairs
• Single-family checklist (CE-1132) 

outlines the basic documents 
needed
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PRE-REQUISITE CHECKLIST 
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CE_1301 Residential 
Prerequisite Checklist

bit.ly/3Ue5skt
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SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CE_1132 Single Family 
Residence Checklist

bit.ly/4549QZG
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SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CODE REFERENCE REQUIREMENTS
IRC 105.3 Permit Application

*ORD 10-3, 10-551 to 10-556 Deed Restriction Declaration

IRC R108.3 and 
Tables:
R108.3.1(1) and R108.3.1(2)

Permit fee is based on the total 
square footage of the building 
area as defined by the Building 
Code

*https://bit.ly/3Xys4xv
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SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE CHECKLIST 
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CODE REFERENCE REQUIREMENTS

*ORD 47-18.1 WASTEWATER – TAPS & METERS

*ORD 47-8, 47-18.1 Wastewater capacity application and 
fees or exemption form 

*ORD 47-7, 47-11
Control of water service connection 
and required connections to public 
sewers

*https://bit.ly/49RkrK2
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RESOURCES
Houston Permitting Center
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
You have questions, we are here to help!
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Houston Permitting Center

Facebook

@COHPermits

X

@COHPermits
Instagram

@COHPermits

YouTube

@COHPermits

Houston Permitting Center
1002 Washington Ave.
Houston, TX 77002

832.394.8820

30daypermits@houstontx.gov
www.houstonpermittingcenter.org

Contact Us 



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!
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