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WHAT IS THE 30-DAY PERMITTING PROGRAM?

Goals & Responsibility

* |ssue residential permits within
30 business days or less

* Requires participation in a
structured 3-cycle review process

 Promotes consistency and
transparency
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30-DAY RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM
REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS
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PROJECT SELECTION

Projects Allowed:
« Single Family Residences
« Master Plans 4 and under

* Projects that have met prerequisite
review

Projects Not Allowed:
« Separate Sitework Approval required
 Models and Repeats
« Townhouse
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

« Structured 3-Cycle Review
« Shared Accountability
« Collaborative Communication

« Wastewater Capacity Reservation | WCR
and Impact Fee Requirements
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STRUCTURED 3-CYCLE REVIEW

Plan Reviewer will
contact the
applicant to

Applicant
resubmits plans;
plans are rerouted
for review.

Wastewater Capacity
Reservation (WRC)
Application received
and plans routed

discuss comments.

0000000 COOO0OE0 COOHO0A OO0 G

\ | /\ | /\ | [

CYCLE 1: CYCLE 2: CYCLE 3:
Initial Review Second Review Final Review
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SHARED ACCOUNTABILITY

« Applicants commit to submitting
complete, high-quality plans

* Timely responses to City Comments:

« Within 7 business days - first review
cycle

« Within 6 business days - second review
cycle

 Promotes efficiency and collaboration
across all review stages
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COLLABORATIVE COMMUNICATION

Intake Team
* Provide timely updates on project selection
» Share clear criteria and timelines '

Plan Reviewer Engagement
» Clear, timely engagement with reviewers to
reduce unnecessary back-and-forth
* Ensure complete, high-quality submissions

NZIHOUSTON
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WASTEWATER CAPACITY RESERVATION | WCR
AND IMPACT FEE REQUIREMENTS

At Submittal
« The Wastewater Capacity Reservation letter is not required
For Preliminary Review

* Provide either the Wastewater Capacity Reservation
application, project number, or the letter

Before the Second Review Cycle
* Impact fees must be paid

NZIHOUSTON
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RESIDENTIAL APPLICATION PROCESS
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HOUSTON CONSTRUCTION CODE

2021 International Codes (Effective Jan 1, 2024):
« Residential Code (IRC)

« Building Code (IBC)

* Fire Code (IFC)

« Existing Building Code (IEBC)

« Energy Conservation Code (IECC)

« Swimming Pool & Spa Code (ISPSC)

2021 Uniform Codes (Effective Jan 1, 2024):
* Mechanical Code (UMC)
* Plumbing Code (UPC)

2023 National Electrical Code (NEC):
« Effective Sept 1, 2023
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APPLICATION PROCESS

Submit the
Single-Family

H Buildi Verification is
Register for Ll u'_ ing Required.
Permit

iPermits & Login Customer

Appllcatu_:m a‘nd Submits Request
Declaration in .. .
via iPermits

Support form.

Address

Finalize the
Application and

ProjectDox

Pay the - Projec_t Sends an
Plan Review Fee » l:!\l;m_ber ': » Invitation to »
(25% of Permit signe Upload Plans.

Fee)

Key

. Customer
System

. City of Houston

Applicant Must Make
Corrections and @ 30-day starting Time

Resubmit the Request

Wastewater Capacity Reservation Letter

If your project requires a Wastewater Capacity Reservation Letter, the application must be submitted separately
through iPermits (preferably before submitting your plans). For more information, go to: [glifeE/lJiR\L XIS (14l

N HOUSTON
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APPLICATION PROCESS

=

vo

Login to
ProjectDox with
temporary
password.
Create a
permanent
password &
security
question

Upload the
required
documents &

plans and
complete the
submittal

*Departmental Reviews

Permit technician
reviews the plans
for prerequisites
& determines the
routing of the
plans

Plans are routed to the following departments:

[v]Structural [/]Taps & Meters Planning [/] Traffic

v

© -
Plans are
reviewed by all
relevant
departments and
Yes groups®
Yes

Permit Tech batch stamp
plans and process them out

Sales order is generated

If applicable: Flood Houston Airport System Storm Drainage l

N HOUSTON
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Purchase building permit
(remaining 75%) & and any
fees/permits associated with it.
download approved plans and
documents




PRELIMINARY REVIEW REQUIREMENTS
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CALCULATING SQUARE FOOTAGE (PERMIT FEES)

Include in your total
square footage:

* Areas under a roof

* Finished & unfinished
spaces

« Conditioned basements
and attics

* Porches and garages

2l HOUSTON
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Calculating Square Footage

A voluntary measuring standard developed by Home Innovation Research

Labs and approved by the American National Standards Institute

Space where ceiling is under 5-feet

With a sloped ceiling, at least half of the finished
square footage must be at least 7-feet high

Exterior porch or deck
not part of floor area

l'(— Measure to

exterior face of wall

LEGEND:

———————— FINISHED FLOOR AREA

high is not counted in area FINISHED
LOFT OR ATTIC
Measure to \
exterior finished face —» { Bnen area
UPPER
BEDROOM LEVEL | not included
W as floor area
e e )
? |
Grade | K
GARAGE | ENTRY LEVEL I
(not counted) | (dining/living room) |
e . I
UNFINISHED UTILITY ROOM : e T == — —
(Gets listed separately from — | BASE,MENT
finished square footage) : ; | (recreation room) I
| =1
In this example, basement square footage
must be listed as ‘below-grade” area.
Finished and unfinished areas must also 7 s

be designated separately.

FROM 'SQUARE FOOTAGE—METHOD FOR CALCULATING' (2013)

. UNFINISHED FLOOR AREA
"7 (Gets listed separately)



PLAN REQUIREMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION

( . y . I
%DDRESS: 10118 PENRYN FOREST TRAIL | G |D' " | v~ ‘ 2.0 10 i) 20
AREA: 3,307 S.F. ~ 0.08 ACRES ine IS an(l:e ?arllng" GRAPHIC SCALE: 1" = 20
FILM CODE 708166 [t [2674 | No7°24a3"E | -

O

- — T
JOTAL FENGE W PARK SOUTH VIEW aHoo

LEFT 57 LF '
RIGHT 48 LF 70' R/W

REAR 27 LF

__ —— — TGRANDWEST

AREAS g— SECTION 3

LOT AREA 3,307 SF 10BL/ RESTRICTED RESERVE 'A’

SLAB 1,100 SF STM SE (RESTRICTED TO LANDSCAPE OR OPEN SPACE

LOT COVERAGE 33 %
INTURN 143 SF L1 PURTSES O_NLY_)
44.25'

DRIVEWAY 333 SF
PUBLIC WALK 82 SF

u
m I m I f I n REARVARDAREA 150 ov | Approved Civil - 22044791
, FRONT YARD AREA 66 SY _ 14'UE -
OPTIONS:
NO BRICK, COVERED PATIO, E
SOLAR PLOT PLAN, / \\ ;:,)

u u
u

I u I FRAMING, FOUNDATION & ROOF,
u RAFTER DETAILS

=
NOTE. =
. Remove and discard all vegetation where grading is proposed. L L

Site drainage must be well developed and directed away from the foundation
Grade shall fall a minimum of 6 inches within the first 10 feet. Flowline slopes of
swales and side yards shal| not be less than 1.25%. No ponding of surface water

shall be allowed near the structure.

L
Backfil around the foundation shall be with cohesive soil 5.4'
. Roof downspouts and drains shall be extended and drain away from any o 1467
foundation. 8
‘The Maximum impervious lot coverage is 65% CP |a

pw

One Hour
Fire Rated Wall

o

Al electrical services shall be underground. Gutters will be installed along the 4
sides and back of the house. Downspouts shall be tied into area drains that 733
terminate at the street before the curb.

The proposed finished floor elevation is based on city requirement of one foot
above the closest SSMH, of top of curb, whichever is higher, and shall be utiized

« Foundation Plan (if applicable

PROPOSED
V2218
(VERT)
(RH)
#1018
PROP FFE: 44.03'

31.00

50.00
S83°09'26"E 120.09' 7\ S
b=y

®

N 82°24'32" W 120.12'

LEGEND

BL Building Line

GBL Garage Building Line
s Stoop

R/W Right of Way

N/F Now or Formerly

UE Utility Easement NEAREST P
SDS Stack Dual Service SSMH= 18.25 N 19'GBL
AE Access Easement 43.03' A - 0.0 (PER PLAT)
DE Drainage Easement o T
SSE Sanitary Sewer Easement
WLE Water Line Easement 10' SSE
STME  Storm Sewer Easement -
MFE Minimum Finished Floor

Elevation

FFE Finished Floor Elevation =

GFE Garage Floor Elevation ONC

PAE Permanent Access Easement = - 3 S'DEW’%E WIDE

ZgIEJIH gublic Utél'\ty Ea’sﬂem:nT i : O FTvBUFFER

PROP Pa""ary dewer anhole i CALIFER\J L*—}\/—— 56.58' DISTANGE

ropose SWALE DETAILS (TYP) (NTS) OAK TREE 5'RADIUS BETWEEN

co Clean Out APRON & CURB

Cl Curb Inlet PEN RYN FOREST TRA"_ INLET

P Porch .

cpP Covered Patio 50 PRIVATE R/W

—X— Fence ( PAE/PUE)

CONC  Conorete | Curve ‘ Radius | Length | Chord | Chord Bearing |

=S- Sewer Pipe - - - —

W Water Pipe i [ c1 J2010.007] 2831 [ 28.31'[ S07°2037'W_|

I}

SERLAT Sewer Lateral i’ NOTE: PLOT PLAN PREPARED WITHOUT BENEFIT OF TITLE.
\_ El NOTE: GRADING AND DRAINAGE SHOWN ON CONSTRUCTION PLANS. /
rGENERAL NOTES: No field work has been performed. This Map or Plat is subject to any additional easements or restrictions of record. Contact utility 3

contractor for location prior to construction (if applicable). This plat is for exclusive use by client. Use by third parties is at their own risk. City sidewalks,

driveway approaches, and other improvements inside the city's right of way are provided for demonstration purposes only. consult the development plans
\fnr actual construction. This plat has been calculated for closure and is found to be accurate within one foot in 10,000+ feet. Y,




PLAN REQUIREMENTS

Include the following in your
plan set:

* Floor plans
* Show existing footprint
« Label changes (walls,
windows, doors)
« Elevation plans.
* Door and window schedule
» Wall section details

NZIHOUSTON
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- NEW CONSTRUCTION

A

= Y

Kitchen

Living Room

461 m

4,76 m



PLAN REQUIREMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION

Include the following in your
plan set:

* Roofing and framing plan
(show purlins, ceiling joists,
rafters)

* Truss details (if applicable)

« Wind strapping information

NZIHOUSTON
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PLAN REQUIRMENTS - NEW CONSTRUCTION

Include the following in your plan set

(

if applicable):

2021 International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) (Prescriptive, REScheck, or IC3)

Residential Prerequisite Checklist
(Form CE-1301) (for new construction only)

Grading and Fill Worksheet
(Form CE-1094)

Impervious Percentage Calculation
(Form CE-1207)

NZIHOUSTON
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Energy Code Form - Information on energy

IECC Chs.-1-9 report must match the plans
Building Thermal Envelope (Depiction) d
Inclusion of IECC R103.2 Information d
Can vary depending on gﬁglri\(lltla;ted Energy Report Inspection
compllgn_ce method: IE Insulated Attic Access (When provided or
Prescriptive, red J
ResCheck required.)
Perform an’c e Square footage of floors and walls noted d
Energy Rating Index (ERI) Percent of gllazmg J
Energy glazing factors d
U factors and R-values d
HVAC efficiency rating — min. 15 SEER d




DEED RESTRICTIONS

e Check if there are any deed restrictions in
your neighborhood

e Contact your Homeowners Association (HOA) or
civic association for copies.

e Search deed restrictions online at Harris County

Clerk website: ezl dale1 2 @al=

* Deed Restriction Enforcement

* Neighborhood Services Section Deed
Restriction Enforcement Team

 P.O. Box 368, Houston, Texas 77001
e Deed Restriction Hotline: (832) 393-6333
e Fax: (832) 393-6259

drcomplaints@houstontx.gov

NZIHOUSTON
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FLOODPLAIN REQUIREMENTS

« Check if your property is in a floodplain: Scan the QR code to
https://bit.ly/31gEqWW acce;ls the Houston
ap Viewer

« Ifitis, approval is required from the
Floodplain Management Office for any
project.

 For questions:

« Call: 832-394-8854 or
i

NZIHOUSTON
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SINGLE-FAMILY CHECKLISTS
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE GETTING A
PERMIT

* Plans must be approved before a
permit is issued

* Applies to new homes, additions,
remodels, and most repairs

» Single-family checklist (CE-1132)

outlines the basic documents
needed

NZIHOUSTON
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PRE-REQUISITE CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CE_1301 Residential
Prerequisite Checklist

bit.ly/3Ue5sk

“IHOUSTON
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!I_II H o U s T o N BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT

T RESIDENTIAL PREREQUISITE CHECKLIST
Iy l§ PUBLIC WORKS

INSTRUCTIONS: New single-family residential plans must be submitted with this completed checklist
and the documents identified for the plans to be considered meeting the prerequisite requirements as a complete
set of plans for plan review. Complete and upload this form into the Prerequisite Checklist subfolder under
Documents. All items are required, unless specifically noted otherwise. Check the box on the list if the item
is included and indicate the sheet number where the item can be found. Mark "N/A" if a sheet number is not
applicable.

NOTE: Plans submitted for review must be ready for construction. Submitted plans sheets and details may “NOT"
be marked "Preliminary” or "Not for Construction.”

Required Reviews
Indicate the reviews required for your project:
(Subject to internal review)

[] Planning & Development [] utility Analysis [] Traffic
[] Structural [] Storm Drainage [] Floodplain Management
[[] Houston Airport System

General Requirements
Item Description

[] | Building Permit Application — Complete an online application via the jPermits portal.

[0 | Deed Restrictions Declaration — Complete the appropriate form below and upload to iPermits when completing
the building permit application. The form must be signed by the property owner and will be validated against HCAD
records. If ownership does not match HCAD, applicants must also upload proof of ownership.

Individual Owner
Business Entity Owner

[ | Plan Set — For plan submission, follow the upload instructions in the Residential EPR User Guide.

Storm Review - Projects will require a Storm review when the lot(s) or tract(s) are:
(a) Greater than 15,000 SF in lotftract size; or
O (b) Contains more than 65% of impervious cover, or
(c) Belongs to a subdivision greater than 15,000 SF and replated after the year 2000; or
(d) If any lot(s) or tract(s) do not have direct access to the public right-of-way.

| Documents & Forms




SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CE_1132 Single Family

A HOUSTON

I I§ PUBLIC WORKS

BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE

CHECKLIST — 2021 IRC

Residence Checklist

The following are some of the basic or frequently overlooked code reguirements that must be detailed on plans for Single-
family Dwellings and may be useful as a checklist for the designer. This list is not intended to be exhaustive of all possible
requirements. The comprehensive list of requirements is contained in the Construction Code and City Code of
Ordinances. Neither this list nor the code may be construed to allow deed restriction violations. Inconsistencies between
details will be noted as needing to be comrected.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

|
]
Hyl

IHOUSTON
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bit.ly/4549QZG

CODE REFERENCE

v

REQUIREMENTS ODE R = REQUIR
IRC R105.1 Rasidantial Building Parmit Application ORD 47-18.1 WASTEWATER - TAPS & METERS
IRC 105.3 Legal description =] ORD 47-8, 47-18.1 Water meler account Q
IRC 101.2 NMumber of Slories 5] ORD. 47-316 — 47-328 Wastewaler capacity application and fees or | 3
ORD 10-3 Deed Restriction Declaration =] examplion form
10-551 o 10-556 ORD 47-7, 47-11 Utility connection locations Q
IRC R108.3 and Permil fes is based on the lotal square foolage ORD 47-601 - 47-676 Water/Sewer — Storm Water d
af the building area as defined by the Building QORD 47-11. 47-12 Waslewalar - Sawer a
Tables R108.3.1(1) asiowsl =
and R108.3.1(2) Codea. ORD 19 FLOOD (Houston & Faderal Re ents) | O |
ORD 40-82 - 40-99 & IDM* | TRAFFIC [=]
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
CODE REFERENCE REQUIREMENTS v ODE REFER REQUIR
IRC R105.3 & R106.2 |Site Plan with La!'.i Description IRC R314 Smoke Datectors
IRC R108.2 Dimension =] IRCR314.4 Must be hard wired and interconnected with | U
ORD 33-122, 33-123, |Landscape form for rees =] battery backup.
333128 IRC R314.3 Located in all bedrooms g
ORD 42-1B80 to 42- Replat for multiple dwellings on one lot =] IRC R314.3 Araas outside of bedroams =]
184 Must be £ix () inch " T — O IRC R314.3 On each flaor level |5
us six (B) inches off property line if ro
ORD Storm Waler, drains lo ona side (cannol drain onlo neighbor's IRC R1003.1 Fireplace Details (Need type)
47-601 — 47-678 properly ) NOTE: Maintain minimum required 36- Figure R1001.1 and IRC Chimney termination 2 feet higher than any |
inch clearance for electrical sarvice panel R1003.89 portion of structura within 10 feal
ORD 42-150 — 42-164 |Building setbacks (building lines) 5] IRC R1003 Masanry, If masonry, full details w [ hearth dimension | [
ORD 10-32 Easzemanis =) R1001.9 and R1001.10 and floor material distinction —
IBC Appendix J Grading Worksheet - fill & excavation ] Hearth - - 4
Res. Site Improvemnent Permit w/common area =] IRC R310 & R311 Exits = Emergency Escape & Rescue
agreement (shared ulility or egress) IRC R310 Emergancy egress windows from bedrooms | O
IRC R106.1 Texas Engineer Seal (When required) IRC R310.2.1 5 sq. i openable al grade and 5.7 sq. . | _




SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CODE REFERENCE REQUIREMENTS

IRC 105.3 Permit Application
*ORD 10-3, 10-551 to 10-556 Deed Restriction Declaration

Permit fee is based on the total
square footage of the building
area as defined by the Building
Code

IRC R108.3 and
Tables:
R108.3.1(1) and R108.3.1(2)

*https://bit.ly/3Xys4xv

NZIHOUSTON

Il PUBLIC WORKS



SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE CHECKLIST
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

CODE REFERENCE REQUIREMENTS

*ORD 47-18.1 WASTEWATER - TAPS & METERS

Wastewater capacity application and

*ORD 47-8, 47-18.1 .
fees or exemption form

Control of water service connection
*ORD 47-7, 47-11 and required connections to public
sewers

*https://bit.ly/49RkrK2

NZIHOUSTON
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RESOURCES

Houston Permitting Center
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REGISTER | LOG IN #* ACCESSIBILITY a0 ENGLISH v

Z

p
T

OUSTON ABOUT - PERMITSATOZ RESOURCES - GONTACT - ESERVICES - 1

News & Events Houston’s Permitting Center's 30-Day Residential Pilot Program Delivers

Houston’s Permitting Center’s 30-Day Residential Pilot Program Delivers

UPDATE:
HOUSTON'S PERMITTING CENTER

The City of Houston is making significant strides in improving its permitting process As part of this effort, city permitting leaders recently added an additional 20
projects to the 30-day review program. This step is part of a broader initiative to manage the high volume more effectively by creating workflows that can scale to
meet demand.

Of the 20 additional projects, 55% were approved in two review cycles This aligns with Mayor Whitmire's vision of building smarter, faster, and more efficiently

“We're heading in the right direction, but there's still work to be done,” remarked Mayor Whitmire. “As 've mentioned before, for years, this system has been
unnecessarily complicated. It affects quality of life and affordability. Homebuilders told me they wouldn’'t work in Houston because of our permitting process. This pilot
program is changing that "

Launched on July 7, 2025, by Mayor Whitmire and led by Houston Public Works with the Planning Department, the 30-day pilot program is aimed at achieving a
more efficient permitting process for single-family residential construction projects. In its first week, 68% of the 29 participating projects achieved approval in two
review cycles, meeting the Houston Permitting Center’s ambitious “Approved in 2” target.

To learn more about the 30-Day Residential Permitting Pilot Program, click here.

“IHOUSTON
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REGISTER | LOG IN * ACCESSIBILITY 4B ENGLISH »
[]

~ls
'"HOUSTON ABOUT - PERMITSATOZ RESOURCES - CONTACT - ESERVICES - L
PERMITTING CENTER T ———————
APPOINTMENTS

CONTACT US

LIVE CHAT

PLAN REVIEW CONTACT LIST

Fo R B U S I N Ess ......

Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm 2 idn

Welcome to the Houston Permitting Center

The Houston Permitting Center combines the majority of the City of Houston's permitting and licensing into one convenient location. We opened in June 2011
with a mission fo help customers achieve their goals while complying with the City’s regulations. Providing excellent service, streamlining business processes,
implementing innovative technologies, and proactively engaging customers are all cornerstones of our mission.

Office of the City Engineer
The Office of the City Engineer (OCE) implements and,

Building Code Enforcement

Building Code Enfarcement manages Bullding Code

sible for processing
administers the provisions in the City's Code of Ordinances 3

state and federal regulations relating to floodplain
management, street cuts, and storm water quality.

Services and administers the provisions in the City's Code
of Ordinances and state/federal regulations relating to
private buildng construction; and*Sign-administration.

WA requests for the
Building Code Enforcemefitend the Office of the City
Engineer service lines.

NZIHOUSTON
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

You have questions, we are here to help!
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Contact Us

Houston Permitting Center

Facebook X Instagram YouTube
@COHPermits @COHPermits @COHPermits @COHPermits

Houston Permitting Center © 832.394.8820
1002 Washington Ave. @ www.houstonpermittingcenter.org

Houston, TX 77002 D4 30daypermits@houstontx.gov

A HOUSTON
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thank you!

dJIHOUSTON
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HoustonPublicWorks.org ‘ O © @HouPublicWorks
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