
HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE: 
SPECIAL HAZARDS TEAM –
UNDERSTANDING 
HIGH-PILE STORAGE
Michael Duhon, Fire Inspector
Danny Deemer, Fire Inspector
November 19, 2025



Conducts plan reviews & inspecting 
facilities that involve:
• High-piled combustible storage
• Hazardous materials (H-Occ)
• Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 

aboveground tanks
• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
• Automated parking garages

WHO WE ARE



Storage of combustible materials in 
racks or piles that:
• Exceed 12 feet in height
• Or 6 feet for high-hazard materials

Regulated under 2021 International 
Fire Code (IFC), Chapter 32.

UNDERSTANDING HIGH-PILED STORAGE



PLAN REVIEW AND INSPECTION PROCESS

Submit Plans & 
Required 

Documents

Special Hazards 
Team Reviews 

Plans

Address Review 
Comments and 

Resubmit (if 
Required)

Once Plans 
Approved, a 

Permit Is Issued

Schedule an 
On-Site 

Inspection



HOW TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTIONS

After plans are approved, schedule your 
on-site inspection by:
• Calling (832) 394-9350

• Online scheduling is not available



ADDITIONAL SERVICES

• Expedited plan reviews 
• After-hours final on-sites

Call (832) 394-9350 for payment and 
scheduling



RESOURCES

• High-Piled Storage Plan Review Checklist 
(2021 International Fire Code |IFC) 

• High-Piled Storage Plan Submittal 
Guideline 

bit.ly/47wvfuh 

bit.ly/3X8VnXm



CONTACT US

• Phone: (832) 394-9350

• In Person: 
  1002 Washington Ave., Basement Level
    Houston, Texas 77002 

• Website: bit.ly/HouFireMarshal

Fire Marshal Office



Questions and Answers



thank you!
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