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BEFORE STARTING THE PROJECT

• Schedule a meeting with a Senior Inspector
• Provide site contact & phone number
• Be ready at inspector’s arrival
• Schedule inspection under the correct project

• Daily average 25 inspections / 8-hour day ≈ 19 min. per 
inspection

• Blue card signed by lab
• Plans on-site & highlighted
• Permits posted and visible
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EXAMPLE PERMITS ON SITE
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PERMIT EXAMPLE
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PERMITS EXAMPLE
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION
WATER TO BUILDING & STANDPIPE

3311.1 STANDPIPES - Section 905.3.1 Standpipes During 
Construction
• At least one standpipe required during construction

• Install before building exceeds 40 ft above fire vehicle access

• Hose connections must be near stairways (Section 3310.1)

• Standpipes extend upward as building rises (within one floor of 

highest completed level)
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WATER SUPPLY FOR FIRE PROTECTION

[F] 3313.1 – Water Supply for Fire Protection

• Approved water supply must be available for fire protection

• Applies once combustible materials arrive on-site

• Required at start of vertical combustible construction

• Also applies when standpipe system is installed

Refer to Sections 3313.2 – 3313.5 for detailed installation and 

connection requirements.
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION WATER TO 
BUILDING & STANDPIPE CITY OF HOUSTON 
AMENDMENT

SECTION 3311 – STANDPIPES
3311.4 Temporary Standpipes
• May be used instead of permanent systems during construction
• Must deliver at least 500 gallons of water per minute
• Water pressure must be no less than 50 pounds per square inch
• Pipe size: minimum of 4 inches
• Outlet size: minimum of 2½ inches
3311.5 Standpipe Water Supply
• Pumping equipment must provide the same water flow and pressure
• Required once the building reaches 150 feet above ground
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SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION       
STAIRS

[BE] 3312.1 – Stairways Required

• Required when building exceeds 40 ft. in height

• Must install at least one stairway (temporary or 

permanent)

• Extend the stairway as construction rises

• Keep access within one floor of the highest 

secured level
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INSPECTIONS
• Pier And Foundation

• Wall Cover / Ceiling Cover

• Firewall

• Insulation

• Egress Lighting

• Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) 
Inspections

• Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO)

• Finals
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WALL COVER / CEILING COVER / FIREWALL

Wall Cover

• Clean Site

• Framed Per Plan

• No Penetrations 

Unsealed in Floors

• All Other Trades 

Approved

Ceiling 
Cover

• Clean Plenum

• Framed Per Plan

• No Holes in Deck 

Above and All Rated 

Walls Sealed and 

Fire Caulked

Firewall

• Review UL Design 

and Assemblies for 

Compliance

• Inspect All Fire 

Caulking for Proper 

Application
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PIERS AND FOUNDATION

Inspection Sign-Off Steps

• Review Blue Card for lab sign-off

• Walk inspection to confirm lab findings

• Sign White Inspection Card and mark plans



13

EGRESS LIGHTING INSPECTION

• Required for occupant loads over 49

• 1 foot-candle at exit doors (inside and outside)

• ½ foot-candle minimum along interior exit paths

• Inspect with generator startup if not on battery backup

• Must pass for Temporary Certificate of Occupancy

• Not required for cubicle installation
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TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

• All trades must request an inspection and results must match
• May apply for temporary occupancy for:

• Furniture setup
• Stocking
• Staff training or limited use (30, 60, or 90 days)

• Fire Marshal approval required when:
• Sprinklers or fire alarms are installed
• Fire-rated meters, fire pump rooms, or underground fire 

lines are present
• Fire watch required if Fire Marshal approval is not available
• Not needed for cubicles, tables, or items attached to walls
To apply, email: structural.inspections@houstontx.gov
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EXAMPLE TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE OF 
OCCUPANCY INSPECTION FORM
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HOLDS FROM DEPARTMENTS

• Check deferred submittals and revisions

• Ensure all fees are paid

• Review holds before requesting a temporary certificate

• Be proactive in clearing pending items

• Some may need a professional engineer letter

• Examples: Canopy, stairs, railing, curtain wall
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STAIR AND ELEVATOR SHAFT PRESSURIZATION

• Must be approved by Mechanical Department
• Generators for life safety systems need startup 

inspection
• Coordinate with Electrical Department
• May need two inspectors depending on site conditions
• Generators must power safety systems within 10 

seconds
(per Chapter 10 of the building code)
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FINALS

Finals and Certificate of Occupancy (CO)
• Ensure all items from your Temporary Certificate 

of Occupancy (TCO) are passed and approved

• When ready, email cocc.print@houstontx.gov 
to request your Certificate of Occupancy

mailto:cocc.print@houstontx.gov
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QUESTION & ANSWER
You have questions, we are here to help!
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Houston Permitting Center

Facebook

@COHPermits

X

@COHPermits
Instagram

@COHPermits

YouTube

@COHPermits

Houston Permitting Center
1002 Washington Ave.
Houston, TX 77002

832.394.9000

askHPC@houstontx.gov
www.houstonpermittingcenter.org

Contact Us 



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!
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