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INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS

****************************************************************************************************
List of Changes:

04-30-2004:
Added List of Changes, new defined terms and verbiage for Certificated Paving Projects.  Changed the method of obtaining PWE Standard Details & Specifications.  Renumbered paragraphs to match renumbering in Instructions to Bidders (Notice to Bidders Section was added).

07-01-2004
Corrected three references to Document 00200 – Instructions to Bidders, precipitated by changes to that document.  Deleted one Plan Room and added another.  NAMC Plan Room information edited.  Added email addresses.
08-03-2004
Added email address to Construction Information Network and alphabetized the list.

09-01-2004
Removed Association of Minority Contractors of Houston and National Association of Minority Contractors from list and changed the update date.  Added “Public Works Only” to parts for certificated paving projects.  Added Aviation method of distribution of Bid Documents.  Changed instructions on the use of Paragraph 4.0.D.1.
03-29-2005
Updated phone number for the plan room: Construction Information Network. Wc
04-11-2005
Updated phone number for the plan rooms. Wc 
04-13-2005
Added paragraph 12.0.C. for DBE goal reference. Wc
02-28-2006
Deleted Paragraphs 9.0.D and 9.0.J from Document 00200 – Instructions to Bidders and put guidelines on how to handle math errors in Bid Form in this document in tabular form.

03-13-2006
Updated info for the plan room: The Builders’ Exchange of Texas, Inc.  Wc
03-24-2006
Modified Paragraph 9.0.I to include Contractor Bonus in guidelines to handle math errors. Wc

5/11/2006
Updated info for the plan room: Deleted Reed Construction Data and updated Houston Minority Business Development Center address and e-mail.  Wc
10/30/06
Deleted Construction Information Network.  Added note after 4.0, E. KAH
5/9/07
Updated plan room contact info for HCA-GHA.

Deleted plan room service provider: Houston Minority business Development Center. Wc

5/23/11
Added Office of Business Opportunity (OBO) definition

10/11/11
Added Hire Houston First requirement as Section 3.0 C and 4.0 F.

07/20/16
Edited language in Paragraph 4.0 F regarding new procedure for Hire Houston First designation.  Added new reference to Document 00455 in Paragraph 1.0.  Fixed formatting and references.
02-01-2017
Deleted Paragraph 1.0, because new Document 00455 was deleted and replaced with the Documents it replaced in July of 2016.  The previously deleted Documents 00452, 00453, and 00455 were updated and released as a replacement for the July 2016 Document 00455.

03-20-2019
Edited and updated the Document to comply with most current Texas Water Development Board guidance.
12-07-2021
Edited Document to correspond more accurately to Document 00200.  Updated reference in Paragraph 4.0 A.1. and Paragraph 4.0 D. to reflect more current web host for Bid Documents and City Standard Specifications and Details, respectively.

****************************************************************************************************
Document 00210SRF
SRF SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS

The following Paragraphs modify Document 00200 - Instructions to Bidders.  Where a portion of the Instructions to Bidders is modified or deleted by these Supplementary Instructions, the unaltered portions of the Instructions to Bidders remains in effect.

PARAGRAPH 2.0 – DEFINITIONS:

Add the following sub-Paragraphs to this Paragraph, and re-letter the other sub-Paragraphs accordingly:

***********************************************************************************************************
MANDATORY

For ALL projects, add the following Paragraph 2.0 J and Paragraph 2.0 L.  Remove instructions and brackets.

***********************************************************************************************************
J.
Director:  Director, Houston Public Works, City of Houston.

L.
Office of Business Opportunity (OBO):  All references to Affirmative Action Contract Compliance Division (AACC) set forth in Document 00700 – General Conditions and in other documents of the Project Manual, shall refer to, and include, the Office of Business Opportunity.

PARAGRAPH 3.0 – NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Add the following sub-Paragraphs to this Paragraph:

D.
Contingent Award of Contract.  This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board.  Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are expected to be funded in part by a loan or loan with principal forgiveness from the Texas Water Development Board and a grant from the United States Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. EPA.  Neither the State of Texas, the U.S. EPA, nor any of its departments, agencies, or employees, are or will be a party to this Invitation for Bids or any resulting contract.
E.
Davis-Bacon Wage Rate Requirements.

1.
Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements apply to the construction, alteration or repair of treatment works carried out, in whole or in part, with assistance made available by the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) or a construction project financed, in whole or in part, from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF).

2.
The Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements apply to Contractors and Subcontractors performing on federally funded or assisted contracts in excess of $2,000 for the construction, alteration or repair (including painting) of a treatment works project under the CWSRF or a construction project under the DWSRF.

3.
For prime contracts in excess of $100,000, Contractors and Subcontractors must also, under the provisions of the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, as amended, pay laborers and mechanics, including guards and watchmen, at least one and one-half times their regular rate of pay for all hours worked over 40 in a workweek.  The Fair Labor Standards Act may also apply to Davis-Bacon covered contracts.

4.
Any contracts in excess of $2,000 must include the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Wage Rate Requirements.  If the Owner (sub-recipient) is a governmental entity such as a city or district, it must insert in full the contract clauses found in TWDB Guidance DB-0156, Appendix 1: Section 3, Section 4 if the contract exceeds $100,000, and Section 5.  If the Owner (sub-recipient) is a non-governmental entity such as a water supply corporation or a private company, it must insert in full the contract clauses found in TWDB Guidance DB-0156, Appendix 2: Section 3, Section 4 if the contract exceeds $100,000, and Section 5.  The Owner (sub-recipient) must ensure all prime contracts require the same full text in any subcontracts.  See TWDB Guidance DB-0156 for the text of the contract language that must be included.
Additional information on Davis-Bacon Wage Rate Requirements and its applicability to this contract can be found in TWDB Guidance DB-0156.
F.
Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action.  All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, age (40 or older), disability, or genetic information.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the Department of Labor regulations at 41 CFR Part 60-4, relating to Construction Contractors--Affirmative Action Requirements, which include the President's Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive Order No. 11375 and Executive Order No. 13672, in the award and administration of contracts awarded under TWDB financial assistance agreements.  Failure by the Contractor to carry out these requirements is a material breach, which may result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.
G.
Debarment and Suspension Certification.  This contract is subject to the federal requirements of Subpart C of 2 CFR Part 180 and Part 1532 regarding Debarment and Suspension.  The Contractor will comply with the assurances provided with the bid that leads to a contract.
PARAGRAPH 4.0 – BID DOCUMENTS

Add the following sub-Paragraphs to this Paragraph:

A.
Add the following Paragraph A.1:

1.
Bid documents may only be obtained electronically at the City’s website: https://www.civcastusa.com/bids.
***********************************************************************************************************
OPTIONAL

If Standard Specifications as published by Public Works are used, add Paragraph D.1.  Remove instructions and brackets.

***********************************************************************************************************
D.
Add the following Paragraph D.1:

1.
Copies of the City Standard Specifications and Details may be acquired at no cost on the City’s website 
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/office-city-engineer/design-and-construction-standards
***********************************************************************************************************
OPTIONAL

Edit the following list of plan rooms to fit the Project and add Paragraph E to this Section, if required.  Remove instructions and brackets.

***********************************************************************************************************
E.
The following plan rooms, whose names, addresses, phone and fax numbers were last updated on April 9, 2007, have been authorized by the City to display Bid Documents for examination:

(Note: The Bid Documents furnished to the plan rooms for examination can be in electronic format, in hard copies, or in any other formats pertaining to each City Contracting Division’s discretion.)

1.
AMTEK Information Services, Inc., 4001 Sherwood Lane, Houston, TX 77092, 713-956-0100, Fax 713-956-5340, Email: planroom@amtekusa.com
2.
Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc., (ABC), 3910 Kirby, Suite 131, Houston, TX 77098-4151, 713-523-6222, Fax 713-874-0747.  Email:  lori@abchouston.org
3.
Associated General Contractors (AGC-BB) Building Branch, 3825 Dacoma, Houston, TX 77092-8717, 713-843-3700, Fax 713-843-3701. Email:  karla.s@agchouston.org
4.
Associated General Contractors, (AGC-HHUI), Highway, Heavy Utilities and Industrial Branch, 2400 Augusta St., Suite 180, Houston, TX 77057, 713-334-7100, Fax 713-334-7130.  Email:  houston@agctx.org
(Attention: Mel Keyser)

5.
Construction Information Network, 1225 North Loop West, Suite 550, Houston, TX 77008, 713-868-2233 ext. 329, Fax 866-852-2713.  Email: paul.tilford@cnsx.com 

6.
F. W. Dodge Corporation, 4101 Greenbriar, Suite 320, Houston, TX 77098, 713-529-4895, Fax 713-524-7639.  Email:  terrie_harris@mcgraw-hill.com
7.
Hispanic Contractors Association of Houston (HCA-GHA), 11 Parker Road, Suite 7, Houston, TX 77241, 713-699-2732 or 832-754-3705, Fax 713-695-1556, Email: hispanicontractorsassociation@yahoo.com; or Randymagdaleno@yahoo.com
8.
Houston Minority Business Development Center, 2900 Woodridge, Suite 124, Houston, TX 77087, 713-644-0821, Fax 713-644-3523.  Email:  gtamez@gacompanies.com
9.
Reed Construction Data, 30 Technology Parkway South, Suite 100, Norcross, GA – 30092-8629.  Tel. 1-800-424-3996 or 1-800-699-8640; Fax 1-800-317-0870 or 1-800-508-5370. 

10.
The Builders' Exchange of Texas, Inc., 3910 Kirby, Suite 131, Houston, TX 77098, 210-564-6900, Fax: 210-564-6921, Email:  houston@bxtx.com
[11.
Add additional plan rooms as needed.]

PARAGRAPH 5.0 – EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS, SITE, AND LOCAL CONDITIONS

Insert the following sub-Paragraph:

***********************************************************************************************************
MANDATORY
Select one alternate sub-Paragraph D.1.  Delete alternate sub-Paragraphs not used.  Remove instructions and brackets.  Use the first alternate sub-Paragraph D.1 for projects to be conducted in the Right-of-way.  For projects where access is restricted, use the second alternate sub-Paragraph D.1.  Otherwise use the third alternate sub-Paragraph D.1 and list name, telephone number of contact, and appointment times for access to the site.

***********************************************************************************************************
D.
Add the following sub-Paragraph D.1:

1.
Work will be performed in public right-of-way.  The site may be examined at any time during daylight hours.

[If sub-Paragraph 5.0.D.1 indicates restricted access to the site, then use the following appropriate instructions for access.] 

1.
Area within contract limits is currently restricted.  Access for examination is restricted to times, durations, routes and presence of City authorities, occurring at the conclusion of the Prebid Meeting or as otherwise directed by City Engineer.  See Paragraph 15.0 below.

***OR***
1.
The site, or part of it, is currently occupied and access is limited.  Premises will be open for examination by appointment, under admission by [Name, Telephone No.], only during the following periods:

a.
[List days, times]

b.



 

PARAGRAPH 8.0 – SUBSTITUTION OF PRODUCTS
***********************************************************************************************************
OPTIONAL

Use Paragraph 8.0 below if substitutions will be allowed during the Bid period.  Remove brackets.

***********************************************************************************************************
Delete the existing sub-Paragraph A in its entirety, and replace it with the following sub-Paragraphs A, B, C, D, and E.
A.
Where Bid Documents specify a specific Product with provision for consideration of substitutions (or equal), requests for prebid approval of substitutions will be considered from Bidders only if received by Project Manager 10 days or more prior to Bid Date.

B.
Requests for substitutions must provide complete information in order to determine acceptability of the Products, in accordance with provisions of Document 00700 - General Conditions.

C.
The City will consider requests for substitutions and, if approved, will issue an Addendum.  Bidder shall base its Bid only on substitutions approved in Addenda.  Substitutions, not listed in an Addendum, are not allowed.

D.
Bidder shall include in its Bid, costs of substitutions approved by Addenda.
E.
American Iron and Steel.  Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of 33 U.S.C §1388 for Clean Water State Revolving Fund projects or Public Law 114-113, Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, or subsequent appropriations acts, for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund projects.  The Contractor must complete the statement of understanding regarding this requirement, found in Item No. 9 of TWDB-0550, Texas Water Development Board Supplemental Contract Conditions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund (Equivalency) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund For Construction Services for Projects Funded through the CWSRF Equivalency and DWSRF Programs.
***********************************************************************************************************

OPTIONAL

Use Paragraph 8.0 B. only below if substitutions are NOT allowed during the Bid period.  Remove brackets.

***********************************************************************************************************

Insert the following sub-Paragraph.
B.
American Iron and Steel.  Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of 33 U.S.C §1388 for Clean Water State Revolving Fund projects or Public Law 114-113, Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, or subsequent appropriations acts, for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund projects.  The Contractor must complete the statement of understanding regarding this requirement, found in Item No. 9 of TWDB-0550, Texas Water Development Board Supplemental Contract Conditions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund (Equivalency) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund For Construction Services for Projects Funded through the CWSRF Equivalency and DWSRF Programs.
PARAGRAPH 9.0 – PREPARATION OF BIDS

Add the following sub-Paragraph I to this Paragraph:

***********************************************************************************************************
MANDATORY

Insert the following sub-Paragraph and associated table for all Projects.

***********************************************************************************************************
I. For math errors the City encounters in analyzing Bids, the following guidance will be used:

In the event of a conflict between:
The Bid Price is:

1. Individual Unit Price and

Individual Unit Price times

Extension of that Unit Price
Estimated Quantity

2.
A Unit Price extension and

Sum of all Individual Unit Price
total of Unit Price Extensions
Extensions

3.
Individual Alternate and

Sum of all Individual Alternates

total of Alternates

4.
Individual subtotals for

Sum of Individual subtotals for

Stipulated Price, Base Unit

Stipulated Price, Base Unit

Prices, Extra Unit Prices,

Prices, Extra Unit Prices,

Contractor Bonus,


Contractor Bonus, Cash
Cash Allowances,


Allowances and Alternates

and Alternates; and the Total
Bid Price

PARAGRAPH 10.0 – BID SUBMISSION

Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1 to this Paragraph:

***********************************************************************************************************
MANDATORY
Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1.  Insert information described within brackets.  Remove brackets and these instructions.

***********************************************************************************************************
A.
Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1:

1. City Secretary will receive Bids at 900 Bagby, Room P101, Houston, Texas until 10:30 a.m., local time on «BidDate».
***OR***
1.
City will utilize online bidding services via CivCast at https://wwwcivcastusa.com/bids.  Electronic Bids are due at 10:30 a.m., local time on «BidDate».  Follow submittal instructions on https://www.civcastusa.com/.  Hard Copies will not be accepted for this Bid Submission.  Bids will be opened, and the Bid Results will be posted on Civcast on Bid Date.  Bid Results will not be read out loud by City Secretary but may be read aloud utilizing Microsoft Teams as noted in the Solicitation.
PARAGRAPH 12.0 – SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
Add the following sub-Paragraph C and D. to this Paragraph:

C.
Refer to Document 00806 – Environmental Protection Agency Disadvantaged Business Enterprises and Wage Rate Requirements.
D.
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Goals.  The Texas Water Development Board’s (TWDB) Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund programs receive federal funds from the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  As a condition of federal grant awards, EPA regulations require that loan recipients make a "good faith effort" to award a fair share of work to Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) who are Minority Business Enterprises (MBE's), and Women-owned Business Enterprises (WBE's) whenever procuring construction, supplies, services and equipment.  More information on DBE requirements is available in section No. 14., “Disadvantaged Business Enterprises”, of TWDB-0550, Texas Water Development Board Supplemental Contract Conditions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund (Equivalency) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund For Construction Services for Projects Funded through the CWSRF Equivalency and DWSRF Programs,
The current fair share goals for the State of Texas are as follows:

CATEGORY

MBE

WBE

Construction

19.44%
9.17%

Equipment

16.28%
11.45%

Services

20.41%
13.66%

Supplies

25.34%
8.82%
PARAGRAPH 15.0 – PREBID MEETING

Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1 to this Paragraph:

***********************************************************************************************************
MANDATORY
Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1 after the Prebid Meeting information has been filled in and the brackets removed.  Remove these instructions.

***********************************************************************************************************
A.
Add the following sub-Paragraph A.1:

1.
A Prebid Meeting will be held at «PrebidTime» on «PrebidDayDate», in «PrebidFloor» Floor, Conference Room No. «ConferenceRoom» at «PrebidAdd».
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