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1. Register for SolarAPP+ – An approved Solar company registered with the state of Texas must create a 
SolarAPP+ account with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). 

Reference: SolarAPP+ (nrel.gov) (Note all questions on Solar APP+ web applications are to be 
referred to SolarAPP+) 

2. Registered installer company will sign in to SolarAPP+ – To begin the process for obtaining approved 
plans, documents, and checklist, the solar company will complete the Solar APP+ application process. 
Once a project gets approved, SolarAPP will generate an Approval ID number (SA2022-XXX-XXX-X1A) 
along with two (2) approval documents for applicants to upload on City of Houston iPermits Portal with 
the following nomenclature: 

1. SA2022-XXX-XXX-X1A (Approval ID Number, last letter denotes version) 
2. SAXXXX-XXXX-X-X-XXX-A (Approved Installation/Plans Document) 
3. SAXXXX-XXXX-X-X-XXX-A (Approved Checklist) 

Applicants will need all these documents and information to continue the permitting process through City 
of Houston iPermits Portal on step 4. 

3. The Texas registered Solar company needs to also register with the Building Code Enforcement’s (BCE) 
Electrical Inspections section: 

a. Applicants need to present their Electrical State License Registration to the City of Houston. 
i. See (Form CE-1189) 

b. Create an iPermits Portal user profile. 
c. Contact Electrical Inspections (hpcelectricalsection@houstontx.gov) to receive a City of Houston 

Solar APP+ registration number. 
d. The Solar APP+ is currently only for Residential projects. 

4. Applicants will create a project on iPermits Portal for the Solar APP+ project to receive structure and 
electrical inspections. 

iPermits Portal: https://www.pdinet.pd.houstontx.gov/ilms_online_permits/default.asp 
Applicants will need to upload the following documents to the iPermits Portal document page, these 
documents can be viewed on the ILMS client 550 screen (viewing limited to Internal Use Only): 

1. A Declaration of Support for individual or business entity, 550 screen label: Declaration of Support 
2. SA2022-XXXX-XXX-X1A (Approval Document) 550 screen label: SolarAPP+ Field Inspection 

Checklist 
3. SAXXXX-XXXX-X-X-XXX (Approval Uploads) 550 screen label: SolarAPP+ Pre-authorization  

5. Once a project number is generated in step 4, the electrical contractor will need to upload the One-line 
Diagram and pay for the SU permits (Solar Panel permit) and then call for the electrical inspection. 

6. The licensed Solar Installation Company or Electrical Contractor shall schedule an inspection at the time 
of the completion of the work. The licensed electrical contractor must be present on-site with one of the 
solar panels, the project drawings, and all relevant documentation available for the inspector. The 

https://solarapp.nrel.gov/register
https://solarapp.nrel.gov/login
https://solarapp.nrel.gov/register
mailto:hpcelectricalsection@houstontx.gov
https://www.pdinet.pd.houstontx.gov/ilms_online_permits/default.asp
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Inspector will verify “Approval Plan/Installation Documents”, “Approval Checklist” and “One-line diagram” 
and will verify the installation matches the approved documents. 

7. For structural inspections, the Contractor must contact an approved Third-party Special Inspector. The 
Special Inspector will provide a special inspection letter certifying that the completed installation conforms 
to the city approved design.  

a. The special inspection letter may be submitted to the field inspector during the final field inspection 
or to the Structural Inspections Department at 1002 Washington Avenue 4th Floor, Houston, TX 
77002. It can also be submitted via email to structural.inspections@houstontx.gov. 
 

Helpful Contact Information  
Structural Inspections   (832) 394-8840   structural.inspections@houstontx.gov 
Electrical Inspections   (832) 394-8860   hpcelectricalsection@houstontx.gov 

 
General FAQ 

What is SolarAPP+? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-app.org) 
What projects qualify to be submitted in SolarAPP+? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-app.org) 
How is compliance checked by the portal during the permitting process? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-
app.org) 
How is compliance checked by the portal during the permitting process? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-
app.org) 

 
FAQ For Solar Installers 

How do I submit a project through SolarAPP+? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-app.org) 
What types of systems are not eligible for SolarAPP+ review? 

To see which systems are eligible, please refer to the Eligibility Checklists 
Is there a limit on system size SolarAPP+ can review? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-app.org) 
How do I make changes to approved plans? - SolarAPP+ Knowledge Base (solar-app.org) 

 
Reference production project numbers: (22094656/6003-24062943) 

mailto:structural.inspections@houstontx.gov
mailto:hpcelectricalsection@houstontx.gov
https://help.solar-app.org/article/37-what-is-solarapp
https://help.solar-app.org/article/116-what-projects-qualify-to-be-submitted-in-solarapp
https://help.solar-app.org/article/110-how-is-compliance-checked-by-the-portal-during-the-permitting-process
https://help.solar-app.org/article/110-how-is-compliance-checked-by-the-portal-during-the-permitting-process
https://help.solar-app.org/article/110-how-is-compliance-checked-by-the-portal-during-the-permitting-process
https://help.solar-app.org/article/110-how-is-compliance-checked-by-the-portal-during-the-permitting-process
https://help.solar-app.org/article/15-permit-application
https://help.solar-app.org/article/47-is-there-a-limit-on-system-size
https://help.solar-app.org/article/77-how-do-i-make-changes-to-approved-project
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Solar APP+ is currently only for residential projects 
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Solar APP+ project number 24062943  
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https://solarapp.nrel.gov/  

 

 

https://solarapp.nrel.gov/
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