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Platting and Site Plan Review



▪ Platting and Land Configuration

▪ Site Plan Requirements

▪ Parking 

▪ Landscape 

▪ Sidewalks

▪ Questions & Answers

Topics of the Day



Platting and Land Configuration



What is a Plat?

A plat is a map document based on a 

survey that shows: 

• Land subdivision

• Land classification

• A change in property boundaries 

*It is required before building permitting.
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When is Platting Required?

Platting is required when you:

▪ Subdivide a lot into multiple lots

▪ Add land to an existing lot or reserve

▪ Change the land use

▪ Improve land in acreage (Original Survey)

See Ch. 42-20 & 42-21 for details
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Subdivision Plat

Lot: A tract of land designated for 

Single-Family Residential (Ch. 42-180–189)

Reserve: A tract of land that is not restricted 

to Single Family Residential (Ch. 42-190)
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Subdivision Plat Examples
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Where can I find a copy of the plat?
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You may check with our Open Records Department at 

832-394-8800 or houstontx.gov/publicinformation 

or Harris County Clerks Office located at 201 Caroline Street

http://www.cclerk.hctx.net/applications/websearch/RP.aspx



Site Plan Review Requirements



Encroachments into 

building lines & easements

Lack of landscaping and 

parking

Development conflicts with 

land use

What do we look for 
in a site plan 

review?

Chapter 42 - Development Regulations

Chapter 33 – Landscape Requirements 

Chapter 26 -  Parking Requirements

Chapter 40 – Sidewalk Requirements

Where do the rules 
come from?



Submittal Shall Include
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• Recorded Subdivision Plat

• Signed & Sealed Survey

• Dimensioned Site Plan

• Building Floor Plans 

• Elevations 

• Roof Plans

• Supporting Documents



Residential Site Plan Review



Site plan

• Fully-dimensioned to 

architectural/engineering scale  

• Draw/dimension property lines to 

match plat, survey

• Include existing, proposed structures

• Draw/dimension building lines, 

easements

• Legal description 

• North arrow 

• Street name and width

• Existing/proposed parking

• Landscaping

• Sidewalk
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Residential Setback Review

25’ BL

5’ BL 5’ BL

5’ UE
5’x20’ AE

10’ BL

20’ GBL
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Driveway and parking Review

2-car garage

Two 8.5 x 19-foot 

parking spaces

Max. 12-foot 

driveway 

approach for 

narrow lots
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Landscaping Review



• Setback encroachments

• Missing Plat and/or Survey

• Missing building plans

• Lack of clarification on scope 

of work

• Sidewalks not meeting 

compliance

• Missing landscaping 

Common Mistakes in 
Residential Site Plan 

Review
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Commercial Site Plan Review



New construction of any of the 

following would be classified as a 

commercial project

• Restaurants and Retail

• Warehouses and Offices

• Schools

• Places of worship

• Multi-Family Residential Units

• Health and Wellness facilities

• Residential Site Development

If the building is already existing…

• Building expansion

• Parking lot expansion or reduction

• Change of use

Commercial Project 
examples
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Commercial Site Plan review
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Commercial Setback Review

10’ BL

25’ BL

5’ UE



Off-Street Parking Requirment
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• Chapter 26

• How much parking do you need?



Parking Analysis
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Parking Analysis – Shared Parking Table
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Parking Analysis – Shopping Center Table
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Off-Site Parking



 
.

Public right-of-way trees

Parking lot trees

Shrubs for screening surface 
 parking lots

URBAN FORESTRY

Landscaping plan



Landscaping Requirement
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Landscape Analysis Sample
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Landscape buffer
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Sidewalk Regulations



Sidewalks are Required When:
▪ Repairing or replacing 20+ feet of sidewalk

▪ New sidewalk permits

▪ New single family residential (SFR)

▪ Removal of existing sidewalk

▪ Replats

▪ New parking lot

▪ Parking lot addition of more than 10 spaces or 25% total of 

area

▪ Reconstruction of 10+ spaces or 25% of total parking lot, 

whichever greater

▪ Pedestrian route for off-site parking 

▪ Expansion of 25% or more of non SFR building 

▪ New and or expansion/reconstruction of existing 

roadway

▪ Non-SFR alterations increasing the exterior square 

footage by 25%+
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✓ 5 ft wide sidewalk (local street)

✓ 6 ft wide sidewalk (major 

thoroughfares)

✓ 8 ft wide sidewalk (central business 

district, primary TOD streets)

✓ Minimum 4 ft safety buffer 

Sidewalk To Standard
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Sidewalk Modifications

What Can I Do with a Modification?

▪ Reduce Sidewalk Width 

▪ Reduce Safety Buffer Width

▪ Eliminate Safety Buffer

▪ Reducing Sidewalk Width

▪ Eliminating Safety Buffer  

Application Fees Apply When:
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Amount

Single Family $250

Affordable Housing Projects $250

Other Developments $840
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Houstonplanning.com
https://houstontx.gov/planning/

Planning & Development Website



• Chapter 42 for Subdivisions, 

Development and Platting

• Chapter 33 for Trees, Shrubs 

and Screening

• Chapter 26 for Parking

• Chapter 40 for sidewalks

City of Houston Code 
of Ordinances
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Planning & Development Homepage: Forms
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https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Forms/
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Planner of the Day (POD))

The Permitting Center

1002 Washington Ave, 3rd floor

832-394-8849

Bob Lanier Building

611 Walker, 6th floor

832-393-6624

Hello, this is the 

planner of the 

day, how can I 

help you? 



832-393-6600 | www.houston.tx.gov/planning

Thank You
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