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HAVE YOU 
REGISTERED?

Please scan the QR code to 
register for this training session.

To receive the ICC .3 CEUs 
provided by the City of Houston, 
you must attend the entire class 
and provide your signature on the 
registration sheet before you 
leave. 
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SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS 

PER CODE 
Presentation Overview

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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PRESENTATION 
OVERVIEW

• Current Houston Codes

• Code Analysis

• Occupant Load Factors

• Exiting Requirements

• Occupancy Classifications

• Life Safety
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COMMERICAL INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE 

| IBC

▪ 2021 International Building Code (IBC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 International Fire Code (IFC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2023 National Electrical Code (NEC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) & Houston Amendments

▪ 2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) & Houston 

Amendments

All effective January 1, 2024

NEC effective September 1, 2023
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SCHOOL CODE ANALYSIS

Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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THE SITE

How do you assess 

the addresses on this site?
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THE SITE

How do you assess 

the addresses on this site?

Is it a new addition to the 

building or a new addition to 

the site?
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EXAMPLE OF A CODE ANALYSIS
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OCCUPANT LOADS 

FOR SCHOOLS
Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)



11

HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
CLASSROOMS?

Occupant load 

factor for 

classrooms is? 

sq ft net

per person 

(Table 1004.5)
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
CLASSROOMS?

Occupant load 

factor for 

classrooms is 

20 sq ft net

per person 

(Table 1004.5)
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
SHOP AND VOCATIONAL ROOMS?

Occupant load for 

shops or vocational 

rooms is? sq ft 

net per person

(Table 1004.5)
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
SHOP AND VOCATIONAL ROOMS?

Occupant load for 

shops or vocational 

rooms is 50 sq ft 

net per person

(Table 1004.5)
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
A LIBRARY?

Occupant load 

for a library is? 

sq ft net per 

person

(Table 1004.5)



16

HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
A LIBRARY?

Occupant load 

for a library is

50 sq ft net

per person

(Table 1004.5)



17

HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
AN OFFICE?

Occupant load for 

office rooms is? 

sq ft 

gross per person 

(Table 1004.5)
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
AN OFFICE?

Occupant load for 

office rooms is

150 sq ft 

gross per person 

(Table 1004.5)
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WHAT SPACES WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
NON-SIMULTANEOUS USE?
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WHAT SPACES WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
NON-SIMULTANEOUS USE?

If the gymnasium, cafeteria, 

cafetorium, auditorium, or library is 

used only for displaced students, 

then that occupant load is not 

added to the total occupant of 

the school, but that occupant load 

is used to determine exit 

requirements of that portion.
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE 
OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
THE CAFETERIA?

sq ft per person.
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE 
OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
THE CAFETERIA?

Occupant load of table 

and chairs will be 

15 sq ft net per person, 

chairs only will be 7sq ft 

net per person, and the 

kitchen is 200 sq ft gross 

per person.(Table1004.5 )
sq ft per person.
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
THE GYMNASIUM?
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HOW DO YOU CALCULATE OCCUPANT LOAD FOR 
THE GYMNASIUM?

Occupant load is dependent on the use. 

-If mix-used space the factor is 15 sq ft net 

per person.  

-The court area is 50 sq ft net per person 

and the surrounding space is 15 sq ft net per 

person. (Table 1004.5)
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INTERNATIONAL BUILDING 
CODE | IBC – TABLE 1004.5

Maximum floor 
area allowances 
per occupant
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INTERNATIONAL BUILDING 
CODE | IBC – TABLE 1004.5

Maximum floor 
area allowances 
per occupant
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SCHOOL  EGRESS

Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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HOW MANY EXITS ARE REQUIRED FROM THE 
SECOND FLOOR?
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HOW MANY EXITS ARE REQUIRED FROM THE 
SECOND FLOOR?

Two exits are required 

per Table1006.3.3 also 

Table 1006.3.4(2)
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PER HOUSTON AMENDMENTS, WHAT ARE THE  
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BUILDING IF:

The 2nd floor 

classrooms numbers 

3,4,5 and 6 

has second graders. 

The third, fourth, and 

fifth graders are on 

the rest of the floor.
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PER HOUSTON AMENDMENTS, WHAT ARE THE  
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BUILDING IF:

When children above the second 
grade are located on the same 
floor level as children of second 
grade or lower:

1. the building shall be 
equipped with automatic 
sprinklers

2. the children of the second 
grade or lower shall 
have access to 
and exclusive use of at least 
two means of egress to the 
exterior.

(Section 305.4, 2021 IBC, 
Houston Amendments)

The second-floor classrooms numbered 3, 4, and 6 have second 

graders. The third, fourth, and fifth graders are on the rest of the floor.
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PER HOUSTON AMENDMENTS HOW MANY EXITS 
ARE REQUIRED FROM THE SECOND FLOOR IF:

The 2nd floor classrooms, numbers 3,4,5 and 6, have second graders. 

The third, fourth, and fifth graders are on the rest of the floor.
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PER HOUSTON AMENDMENTS HOW MANY EXITS 
ARE REQUIRED FROM THE SECOND FLOOR IF:

The children of the second 

grade or lower require and 

additional two means 

of egress (4 in total) and 

the older children require 

two means of egress 

from the. (Table 1006.3.4)

The 2nd floor classrooms, numbers 3,4,5 and 6, have second graders. 

The third, fourth, and fifth graders are on the rest of the floor.
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TABLES 1006.3.3 AND 1006.3.4(1) AND (2)

Minimum number 

of exits or access 

to exits per story
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TABLES 1006.3.3 AND 1006.3.4(1) AND (2)

Minimum number 

of exits or access 

to exits per story
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WHAT IS THE REQUIRED WIDTH OF 
THE CORRIDORS FOR SCHOOLS OF 100 
OR MORE OCCUPANT LOAD?
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WHAT IS THE REQUIRED WIDTH OF 
THE CORRIDORS FOR SCHOOLS OF 100 
OR MORE OCCUPANT LOAD?

In Group E, it would 

need to be 72’’ for 100 

or more occupant load.

Table 1020.3
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WHAT IF THE OCCUPANT LOAD IS LESS 
THAN 100?
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WHAT IF THE OCCUPANT LOAD IS LESS 
THAN 100?

It would need to be:

• 44” for more than 

50 occupant load

and

• 36” for 50 less than 

occupant load.

Table 1020.3

Minimum corridor width
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ARE OPEN STAIRS ALLOWED FOR A TWO–STORY 
SCHOOL?
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ARE OPEN STAIRS ALLOWED FOR A TWO–STORY 
SCHOOL?

Yes, if the 
travel distance requirements 
are met from the most remote 
location on the second floor 
to the exit from the building 
on the first floor. (1019.3 
exception 1 and also Table 
1017.2)
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CAN SOMEONE IDENTIFY THE MOST REMOTE 
LOCATION ON THIS PLAN?

Table 1017.2
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TABLE 1017.2

Exit Access Travel 
Distance
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STAIR 
SHAFT IN A SCHOOL?

When the stairs are enclosed, and 

the school is 3 stories or less the 

requirement is? (1023.2 )
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STAIR 
SHAFT IN A SCHOOL?

When the stairs are enclosed, and 

the school is 3 stories or less the 

requirement is 1-hour. (1023.2 )



47

SCHOOL AUDITORIUMS

Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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WHAT ARE THE SEPARATION RATING
REQUIREMENTS BETWEEN A STAGE AND OTHER 
ROOMS?

More than 50’ in Height is ?-hour

Less than 50’ in Height is ?-hour.

(Section 410.4.1)
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WHAT ARE THE SEPARATION RATING
REQUIREMENTS BETWEEN A STAGE AND OTHER 
ROOMS?

More than 50’ in Height is 2-hour

Less than 50’ in Height is 1-hour.

(Section 410.4.1)
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
A PROSCENIUM CURTAIN LOCATED AT A STAGE 
GREATER THEN 50 FEET HIGH (410.2.4) 

A curtain must comply with 

NFPA 80 and have a rating 

of not less than ? hour.

Section 410.2.5
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
A PROSCENIUM CURTAIN LOCATED AT A STAGE 
GREATER THEN 50 FEET HIGH (410.2.4) 

A curtain must comply with 

NFPA 80 and have a rating 

of not less than 1 hour.

Section 410.2.5
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INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC) – 410.2.5

Proscenium

Curtain
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SCHOOL MODULAR 

BUILDINGS

Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR MODULAR BUILDING 
CLASSROOMS?

Must be approved by the Texas 
Industrialized Building Code 
Council as an E Classification.
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DO THESE 2 BUILDINGS 
QUALIFY AS SEPARATE 
BUILDINGS, OR ARE THEY 
CONSIDERED AS A PORTION 
OF ONE BUILDING?

Both with conditions:

• The distance between is 9’ 10”.

• Required separation is 10’0” for each building.

• If a 1-hour fire-rated wall is placed on each 

exterior wall, they are separate.

• They can be considered one building 

(permitted as 2 with no separation 

requirements). (503.1.2)
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WHAT WOULD BE REQUIRED IF A MODULAR 
BUILDING IS USED AS A CAFETERIA?

If there is more than 50 occupant load. It would 

be considered an A-2 assembly and would 

require two exits. If this is an E classification, 

then the Texas Industrialized Building Code 

Council would have to reclassify it as an A-2 and 

reseal the plans.
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LIFE SAFETY FOR SCHOOLS

Education Occupancy

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO SPRINKLE THIS 
SPACE, WHAT WOULD BE REQUIRED?



59

IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO SPRINKLE THIS 
SPACE, WHAT WOULD BE REQUIRED?

Fire area would have 

to be less than 12,000 

sq ft., occupant load 

less than 300, and not 

more than one story. 

Section 903.2.3
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DAYCARE CLASSIFICATIONS

Education Assemblies | Institutional Occupancies

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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PRESENTATION 
OVERVIEW

• Occupancy Classification

• Construction Types 

• Separated and 

• Non-Separated Use

• Change of Use
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DAYCARE AND TRAINING & SKILL 
DEVELOPMENT

City of Houston 
Plan Review
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TRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT 
OCCUPANCY CLASSROOM

ONE ON ONE 

TUTORING.
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A DAYCARE WITH MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN 
OF THE AGE OF 3 WHO RECEIVE PERSONAL 
CARE SERVICES FOR FEWER THAN 12 HOURS 
PER DAY IS WHAT CLASSIFICATION?

GROUP ? AS 

PER SECTION 

305.2
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A DAYCARE WITH MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN 
OF THE AGE OF 3 WHO RECEIVE PERSONAL 
CARE SERVICES FOR FEWER THAN 12 HOURS 
PER DAY IS WHAT CLASSIFICATION?

GROUP E AS 

PER SECTION 

305.2
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GROUP ? AS 

PER SECTION 

304.1

TRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT THAT IS 
NOT IN A SCHOOL OR ACADEMIC PROGRAM IS 
CONSIDERED AS WHAT TYPE OF OCCUPANCY?

(tutoring centers, martial 

arts studios, gymnastics, 

and similar uses 

regardless of the ages 

served, and where 

not classified as a Group 

A occupancy) 
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GROUP B AS 

PER SECTION 

304.1

TRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT THAT IS 
NOT IN A SCHOOL OR ACADEMIC PROGRAM IS 
CONSIDERED AS WHAT TYPE OF OCCUPANCY?

(tutoring centers, martial 

arts studios, gymnastics, 

and similar uses 

regardless of the ages 

served, and where 

not classified as a Group 

A occupancy) 
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TRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT 
OCCUPANCY CLASSROOM
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? AS PER 

SECTION 308.5

A DAYCARE FOR ANY AGE THAT OCCUPIES 
MORE THAN 5 PERSONS FOR FEWER THAN 
24 HOURS IS WHAT CLASSIFICATION?
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I-4 AS PER 

SECTION 308.5

A DAYCARE FOR ANY AGE THAT OCCUPIES 
MORE THAN 5 PERSONS FOR FEWER THAN 
24 HOURS IS WHAT CLASSIFICATION?

308.5 Institutional Group 1-4, day care 

facilities. Institutional Group 1-4 occupancy shall 

include buildings and structures occupied by 

more than five persons of any age who receive 

custodial care for fewer than 24 hours per day

by persons other than parents or guardians; 

relatives by blood, marriage or adoption; and in a 

place other than the home of the person cared 

for. This group shall include, but not be limited to, 

the following:

Adult daycare

Child day
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GROUP ? AS PER 

SECTION 308.5.1

A DAYCARE THAT OCCUPIES MORE THAN 5 BUT 
NOT MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN 2 ½ YEARS OR 
LESS OF AGE LOCATED ON THE LEVEL OF EXIT 
DISCHARGE AND HAS AN EXIT DOOR DIRECTLY TO 
THE EXTERIOR IS WHAT TYPE OF OCCUPANCY?
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GROUP E AS PER 

SECTION 308.5.1

A DAYCARE THAT OCCUPIES MORE THAN 5 BUT 
NOT MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN 2 ½ YEARS OR 
LESS OF AGE LOCATED ON THE LEVEL OF EXIT 
DISCHARGE AND HAS AN EXIT DOOR DIRECTLY TO 
THE EXTERIOR IS WHAT TYPE OF OCCUPANCY?
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GROUP ? AS 

PER SECTION 

310.5

A DAYCARE ON A 24-HOUR BASIS WITH 14 
PERSONS AND 5 STAFF MEMBERS IS CLASSIFIED 
AS WHAT GROUP?
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GROUP R-4 AS 

PER SECTION 

310.5

A DAYCARE ON A 24-HOUR BASIS WITH 14 
PERSONS AND 5 STAFF MEMBERS IS CLASSIFIED 
AS WHAT GROUP?



75

Form CE-1108



76

Form CE-1108

Continued
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Note that the 

children are 2 ½ 

years and under and 

doors to the exterior 

requirements per 

2021 IBC Section 

308.5.1

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E 
OCCUPANCY?
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No! This space 

cannot be classified 

as an E, because the 

children are 2 ½ 

years and under 

and doors to the 

exterior requirements 

per 2021 IBC Section 

308.5.1

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E 
OCCUPANCY?
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Yes or No? Note 

that all Children are 

3 years or older

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E 
OCCUPANCY?
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Yes! 

Because all Children 

are 3 years or older

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E 
OCCUPANCY?



81

if this Daycare 

is open from 

6:00 am to 5:00 

pm?

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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I4 as per 2021 IBC 

Section 308.5.1, 

because they 

receive custodial 

care for less than 

24 hours.

If this Daycare 

is open from 

6:00 am 5:00 

pm? 

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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If this space is 

serving ten 5-year-

olds, three 8-year-

olds, and they are 

supervised on a 24-

hour basis by 6 staff 

members?

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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If this space is 

serving ten 5-year-

olds, three 8-year-

olds, and they are 

supervised on a 24-

hour basis by 6 staff 

members?

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

R4 as per 

2021 IBC 

Section 310.5
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? as per 2021 

IBC Section 

304.1

If this space is for skill 

development training 

serving kids 1 year and 

older?

Training and skill development not 

in a school or academic program 

(this shall include, but not be limited 

to, tutoring centers, martial mis 

studios, gymnastics, and similar 

uses regardless of the ages served, 

and where not classified as a 

Group A occupancy)

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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If this space is for skill 

development training 

serving kids 1 year and 

older?

Training and skill development not 

in a school or academic program 

(this shall include, but not be limited 

to, tutoring centers, martial mis 

studios, gymnastics, and similar 

uses regardless of the ages served, 

and where not classified as a 

Group A occupancy)

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

B as per 2021 

IBC Section 

304.1
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? as per 2021 

IBC Section 

304.1

If this space is for skill 

development training 

serving kids 1 year and 

older?

Training and skill development not 

in a school or academic program 

(this shall include, but not be limited 

to, tutoring centers, martial mis 

studios, gymnastics, and similar 

uses regardless of the ages served, 

and where not classified as a 

Group A occupancy)

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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B as per 2021 

IBC Section 

304.1

If this space is for skill 

development training 

serving kids 1 year and 

older?

Training and skill development not 

in a school or academic program 

(this shall include, but not be limited 

to, tutoring centers, martial mis 

studios, gymnastics, and similar 

uses regardless of the ages served, 

and where not classified as a 

Group A occupancy)

WHAT IS THE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
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? This space can be 

classified as an ?, 

because of the 

children’s ages and 

doors to the exterior 

as per 2021 IBC 

Section 308.5.1

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E? 
OCCUPANCY?
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CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E? 
OCCUPANCY?

Yes! This space can 

be classified as an E, 

because of the 

children’s ages and 

doors to the exterior 

as per 2021 IBC 

Section 308.5.1
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? This space can or 

cannot be classified as an 

?, because of 

the children’s 

ages and doors to the 

exterior as per 2021 

International Building 

Code IBC 

Section 308.5.1

The kids are under two 

and a half years of age 

in daycare room 4.

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E? 
OCCUPANCY?
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No! This space 

cannot be classified as 

an E, because of 

the children’s 

ages and doors to the 

exterior as per 2021 

IBC Section 308.5.1

The kids are under two 

and a half years of age 

in daycare room 4.

CAN THIS SPACE BE CLASSIFIED AS AN E? 
OCCUPANCY?
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305.4 specific requirements daycares in 

educational occupancies shall not 

allow children of 2nd grade or lower above 

level exit discharge unless following 

provisions are met.

The building is equipped throughout with an 

automatic sprinkler system accordance with 

section 903.3.1.1 and

When children above the 2nd grade are 

located on the same floor level as children 

of 2nd  grade or lower  the children of second 

grade or lower shall have access to and 

exclusive use of at least two means of egress 

to the exterior

WHAT ARE OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN 2ND GRADE AND BELOW?
OCCUPANCY?
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Second floor classrooms 

(3,4,5,6) second graders 

Third, Fourth, Fifth 

graders on rest of Floor.

305.4 specific requirements daycares in 

educational occupancies shall not allow children of 
2nd grade or lower above level exit discharge unless 
following provisions are met.

The building is equipped throughout with an 

automatic sprinkler system accordance with section 
903.3.1.1 and

When children above the 2nd grade are located on 
the same floor level as children of 2nd  grade or 

lower  the children of second grade or lower shall 
have access to and exclusive use of at least two 
means of egress to the exterior

WHAT ARE OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN 2ND GRADE AND BELOW?
OCCUPANCY?
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DAYCARE CONSTRUCTION 

TYPES

Education Assemblies | Institutional Occupancies

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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Yes or No? 

This is 5B construction 

in this daycare.

602.5 Type V. Type V 

construction is that type 

of construction in which 

the structural elements, 

exterior walls and interior 

walls are of any materials 

permitted by this code.

CAN THEY HAVE METAL STUDS IN THIS 
DAYCARE? 
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Yes! They can use 

metal in combustible 

construction.

This is 5B construction 

in this daycare. Can 

they have metal studs 

in this daycare?

602.5 Type V. Type V 

construction is that type of 

construction in which the 

structural elements, 

exterior walls and interior 

walls are of any materials 

permitted by this code.

CAN THEY HAVE METAL STUDS IN THIS 
DAYCARE? 
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This is 2B construction 

in this daycare.

They can use it for interior, non-load-bearing 

walls with a fire rating 2 hours or less.

603.1 Allowable materials. Combustible materials shall 

be permitted in buildings of Type I or II construction in 

the following applications and in accordance with 

Sections

603.1.1 through 603.1.3:

1. Fire-retardant-treated wood shall be permitted in:

1.1. Nonbearing partitions where the required

fire-resistance rating is 2 hours or less

except in shaft enclosures within Group I-2

occupancies and ambulatory care facilities.

CAN THEY HAVE WOOD STUDS IN THE INTERIOR 
WALLS? 
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No! However, they can 

use fire-retardant treated 

wood in some locations. 

What locations can they 

put it in?

This is 2B construction 

in this daycare.

They can use it for interior, non-load-bearing 

walls with a fire rating 2 hours or less.

603.1 Allowable materials. Combustible materials shall 

be permitted in buildings of Type I or II construction in 

the following applications and in accordance with 

Sections

603.1.1 through 603.1.3:

1. Fire-retardant-treated wood shall be permitted in:

1.1. Nonbearing partitions where the required

fire-resistance rating is 2 hours or less

except in shaft enclosures within Group I-2

occupancies and ambulatory care facilities.

CAN THEY HAVE WOOD STUDS IN THE INTERIOR 
WALLS? 
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Yes or No? 

If they are able to, what 

do they need?

CAN THIS 5B DAYCARE HAVE TWO FLOORS? ? 
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Yes! 

If the building is 

sprinkled.

If they are able to, what 

do they need?

CAN THIS 5B DAYCARE HAVE TWO FLOORS? ? 
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DAYCARE: SEPARATED 

AND NON-SEPARATED USE

Education Assemblies | Institutional Occupancies

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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This is a Fitness Center 

with a Daycare Reception.

508.3.1 Occupancy classification. 

Nonseparated occupancies

shall be individually classified in 

accordance with Section 302.1. The 

requirements of this code shall apply 
to each portion of the building based 

on the occupancy classification of that 

space. In addition, the most restrictive

provisions of Chapter 9 that apply to 

the nonseparated occupancies shall 
apply to the total nonseparated

occupancy area.

CAN THIS BE CONSIDERED A NONSEPARATED 
SPACE?
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This is a Fitness Center 

with a Daycare Reception.

YES, as long as the 

most restrictive 

requirement is applied.

508.3.1 Occupancy classification. 

Nonseparated occupancies

shall be individually classified in 

accordance with Section 302.1. The 

requirements of this code shall apply to 
each portion of the building based on 

the occupancy classification of that 

space. In addition, the most restrictive

provisions of Chapter 9 that apply to the 

nonseparated occupancies shall apply 
to the total nonseparated

occupancy area.

CAN THIS BE CONSIDERED A NONSEPARATED 
SPACE?
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A 
SITE PLAN FOR THIS DAYCARE AND SUITE 
UNITS?
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A 
SITE PLAN FOR THIS DAYCARE AND SUITE 
UNITS?

Address and 

occupancy 

classification of any 

tenants alongside 

of the unit is 

required.
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DAYCARE CHANGE OF USE

Education Assemblies | Institutional Occupancies

2021 International Building Code (IBC)
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This is an E 

occupancy. There is a S1 

storage and F1 factory on 

each side.

?-hour fire-rated walls on both 

sides in non-sprinklered 

spaces.

?-hour for sprinklered 

building.

(Table 508.4)

?-hour fire barrier will be 

needed every 12,000 feet, 

this applies to the F1(903.2.4) 

and S1(903.2.9) for non 

sprinklered buildings.

See also 903.2.4.1-3

WHAT IS THE SEPARATION RATING 
REQUIREMENT?
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This is an E 

occupancy. There is a S1 

storage and F1 factory on 

each side.

WHAT IS THE SEPARATION RATING 
REQUIREMENT?

2-hour fire-rated walls on both sides in non-

sprinklered spaces.

1-hour for sprinklered building.

(Table 508.4)

A 3-hour fire barrier will be needed 

every 12,000 feet, this applies to the 

F1(903.2.4) and S1(903.2.9) for non 

sprinklered buildings.

See also 903.2.4.1-3
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TABLE 508.4

Required 
Separation of 
Occupancies 
(Hours)



111

Existing Building Code

For change of use,

R3 to E,?

As long as you do not 

do anything to the 

wall there aren’t 

any requirements. 

However, if you remodel 

the wall, there is a

?-hour requirement if it is 

10' or less distance to 

the property line.

(Table 1011.7 IEBC)

WHAT WOULD BE THE EXTERIOR WALL 
FIRE RATING REQUIREMENT?
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Existing Building Code

For change of use,

R3 to E,?

WHAT WOULD BE THE EXTERIOR WALL 
FIRE RATING REQUIREMENT?

As long as you do not 

do anything to the 

wall there aren’t 

any requirements. 

However, if you remodel 

the wall, there is a

1-hour requirement if it is 

10' or less distance to 

the property line.

(Table 1011.7 IEBC)
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TABLE 1011.7

Exposure of 

Exterior Walls 

Hazard 

Categories
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Existing Building Code

For change of use, 

R3 to E?

?

(Table 1011.5 IEBC)

WHAT ARE THE EXITING
REQUIREMENTS?
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Existing Building Code

For change of use, 

R3 to E?

WHAT ARE THE EXITING
REQUIREMENTS?

Means of egress is 

required to be updated.

(Table 1011.5 IEBC)
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TABLE 1011.5

Means of 
Egress Hazard 
Categories



117

STAFF RESOURCES

Education Assemblies | Institutional Occupancies

2021 International Building Code (IBC)



118

www.HoustonPermittingCenter.org
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CUSTOMER SERVICE – COMMUNITY TRAININGS

*All training sessions are tentative. They will be held at the Houston Permitting Center unless stated otherwise.

Houston Permitting Center

1002 Washington Ave.

Houston, TX 77001

Conference Room B2

• March 27, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

• Plan Review Processes for One-Stop Shop Residential (2021 ICC 

Building Codes)

• March 27, 2025 | 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM (TBD)

• Plan Review Processes for One-Stop Shop Residential (2021 ICC 

Building Codes)

• April 17, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• Solar Panels & Energy Storage Systems (2021 IECC Significant 

Changes)

• May 15, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• Office of the City Engineer – Floodplain Management

• June 12, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• Plan Review Processes for Assemblies (2021 ICC Building Codes)

• July 9–10, 2025 | Times TBD

• Understanding Tall Mass Timber Code Changes (2021 ICC Building 

Codes)

• August 21, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• Plan Review Processes for Submitted Houses (2021 ICC Building Codes)

• September 18, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• International Building Code (IBC) & Existing Building Code (IEBC)    (2021 

ICC Building Codes)

• October 16, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM

• Plan Review Process for Change of Occupancy – Multi-use (2021 ICC 

Building Codes)

• November 2025 | Date TBD

• Permitting Workshop 2025



Houston Permitting Center

Facebook
@COHPermits

X
@COHPermits

Instagram
@COHPermits

YouTube
@COHPermits
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Houston Permitting Center

1002 Washington Ave.

Houston, TX 77002

832.394.9000

Hpc-ra@houstontx.gov

www.houstonpermittingcenter.org

CONTACT US 



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!
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QUESTION & ANSWER

If you have 

Questions, 

we are here 

to help !!!
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