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Code Analysis

2012 Houston ISPSC — Chapter 1 Scope and Administration

[A] 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the City of Houston Swimming

Pool and Spa Code , hereinafter referred to as “this
code.”

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes this code as the City of
Houston Swimming Pool and Spa Code.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 101.3 Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish minimum standards to provide
a reasonable level of safety and protection of health, property and public welfare by

regulating and controlling the design, construction, installation, quality of materials,
location and maintenance or use of pools and spas.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes that the code will not apply to
any activity preempted by federal or state law.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 102.1 General. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a

specific requirement, the specific requirement shall . Where, in an
specific , different sections—of this code
specify different materials,_different methods of construction, or other

requirements

, the most restrictive shall _govern. |

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the specifications for when a
conflict between requirements and code sections differ.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 102.3 Maintenance. Pools and spas and related mechanical, electrical and
plumbing systems, both existing and new, and parts thereof, shall be maintained in
proper operating condition in accordance with the original design in a safe and sanitar
. Devices or safeguards that are required by this code shall be maintained in
compliance with the edition of the code under which they were installed.
The owner or the owner’s authorized agent shall be responsible for maintenance of

systems. To determine compliance with this provision, the code official shall have the
authority to require any system to be reinspected.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment includes reference to City Code Ch. 43
provisions for pools and spas.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 103.1 Creation of enforcement

e e wii g mctoton
is hereby created

and the official in charge thereof shall be

known as the

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the Houston Public Works
Building Code Enforcement Branch and the designated officials
charged with enforcement of the codes.
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Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment covers the liability and legal defense of
the building official and deputies.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Section 104.8 addresses legal defense provided by the
city to the building official and deputies, therefore this section is
stricken.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 104.6 Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the
provisions of this code, or where the code official has reasonable cause to believe that
there exists in a structure or on a premises a condition that is contrary to or in violation
of this code that makes the structure or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the
code official is authorized to enter the structure or premises at reasonable times to
inspect or to perform the duties imposed by this code, provided that if such structure or
premises be occupied that credentials be presented to the occupant and entry
requested. If such structure or premises is unoccupied, the code official shall first make
a reasonable effort to locate the owner, the owner’s authorized agent or other person
having charge or control of the structure or premises and request entry. If entry is
refused, the code official shall have recourse to the remedies provided by law to secure
entry.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes conditions of which an
inspection or examination pursuant to the code can be pursued
by the building official.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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[A] 104.8 Modifications. Where there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out
the provisions of this code, the code official shall have the authority to grant
modifications for individual cases, upon application of the owner or owner’s authorized
agent, provided that the code official shall first find that special individual reason makes
the strict letter of this code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the
intent and purpose of this code and that such modification does not lessen
sustainability, health, accessibility, life safety and structural requirements. The details

of action ﬁrantinﬁ modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of Building

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes BCE as the department of
building safety.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 104.11.4 Construction documents. The registered design professional shall

submit to the code official fawe-complete sets—ef-signed and sealed construction
documents for the alternative engineered design_

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the COH requirements for
plan submittals and alternate method reviews.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.1 When required. Any owner, or owner’s authorized agent who desires to
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or demolish a pool or spa or to erect, install,
enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any system, the installation of which
is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make
lication to the code official and obtain the required permit for the wor

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes that separate permits are
required for work.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.3 Construction documents. Construction documents, engineerin

calculations, diagrams and other such data shall be submitted in ﬂ
two-or-moere-sets-with each application for a permit. The

code official shall require construction documents, computations and specifications to

be prepared and designed by a registered design professional where required by state
law. Construction documents shall be drawn to scale and shall be of sufficient clarity

to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that
the work conforms to the provisions of this code

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the COH requirements for
plan submittals and alternate method reviews, and provides
reference to City Code regulations for pools.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

A] 105.4 Time limitation of application.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes current COH practice for time
limits on permit applications.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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[A] 105.5.2 Validity. The issuance of a permit or approval of construction
documents shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation
of any of the provisions of this code or any other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Any
permit presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code
shall not be valid.

The issuance of a permit based on construction documents and other data shall
not prevent the code official from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said
construction documents and other data or from preventing building operations being
carried on thereunder where in violation of this code or of other ordinances of this
jurisdiction.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH procedures for permit
related refunds, death of permit holders, and the re-permitting of
work.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.5.3 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid-inactive unless
the work authorized by such permit is commenced within 180 days after its issuance,
or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of
180 days after the time the work is commenced. The code official is authorized to
grant, in writing, one or more extensions of time, for a period not more than 180
days. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause
demonstrated.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes current COH practices and
applicable laws associated with permit expirations.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

A] 105.5.5 Suspension or revocation of permit. The code official shall SUspend

revoke a permit or approval issued under the provisions of this code in case of
any false statement or misrepresentation of fact in the application or on the
construction documents on which the permit or approval was based.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes requirements for giving notice
of suspension/revocation of a permit.
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Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.5.6 Retention of construction documents. One-set-of The approved
construction documents shal-may be retained by the code official for a period of not
less than 180 days from date of completion of the permitted work, or as required by
state or local laws. One set of approved construction documents shall be returned
to the applicant, and said set shall be

printed’and kept on the site of the building or
work at all times durmc'; which the work authorized therebi is in Erogress ﬂ

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy and practice
regarding retention of construction documents.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.6.1 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any-WhHen'any person
whe-commences any work on a system before obtaining the necessary permits
shall be subject to

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy for investigating
non-permitted work and doubling permit fees for starting
construction without a permit.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.6.2 Fee schedule. The fees for work shall be as indicated in the felewing

BURISDICHON-TOINSERTAPPROPRIATE SCHEDULE}

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and references the “city fee
schedule” for fees for work performed under this code.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 105.6.3 Fee refunds. The code official

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy for refunds.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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[A] 106.1 General. Construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject
s nspecon by ne coce A a5 well as an inspection by the health officer

and such construction or work shall remain
visible and able to be accessed for inspection purposes until approved. Approval as a
result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of the
provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming
to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code or of other ordinances
of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause
the work to remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes. Neither the code
official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or
replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes work subject to inspection
shall be by either the building official and BCE or a health officer
and the Health Dept.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 106.16 Reinspection and testing. Where any work or installation does not pass
any initial test or inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made to comply with
this code. The work or installation shall then be resubmitted to the code official for
inspection and testing.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy for reinspections
and testing.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 107.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
erect, construct, alter, repair, remove, demolish or utilize any system, or cause same
to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any of the provisions of this code.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Houston amendment for fines due to unlawful acts in
violation of this code.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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[A] 107.4 Violation penalties. Any person who shall violate a provision of this code or
shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter
or repair a pool or spa in violation of the approved construction documents or directive

of the code official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code,
shall be m

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy for penalties and
refers to appropriate section of the Building Code.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 107.5 Stop work orders. Upon notice from the code official, work on any system
that is being performed contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or
unsafe manner shall immediately cease. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be
given to the owner of the property, or to the owner’s authorized agent, or to the person
performing the work. The notice shall state the conditions under which work is
authorized to resume. Where an emergency exists, the code official shall not be
required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work. Any person who shall
continue any work in or about the structure after having been served with a stop work
order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or
unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than [AMOUNT] dollars or more
than [AMOUNT] dollars.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes COH policy and practice for
stop work orders.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the appeals process and
different appeals boards in the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment references Mechanical Code Review
Board.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 108.3. Plumbing. The Plumbing Board shall hear and decide appeals of orders,
decisions or determinations made by the building official relative to the application and
interpretations of this code relating to plumbing and fuel gas matters. (See Section
102.3 of the Plumbing Code.)fA}108-3-Notice-of- meeting-The board shallmeetupon

City of Houston Amendment
Analysis: Amendment references Plumbing Board for appeals.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.
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[A] 108.4. Electrical. The Electrical Board shall hear and decide appeals of orders,
decisions or determinations made by the building official relative to the application and
interpretations of this code relating to electrical matters. (See Section 203 of the

City of Houston Amendment
Analysis: Amendment references Electrical Board for appeals.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

[A] 108.5 Operating. Appeals regarding operation of aguatic structures or enclosures

shall be handled as provided in City Code Chapter 43. A} 108.5-Postponed-hearing-

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment references City Code for aquatic
structures or enclosures.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

2012 Houston ISPSC — Chapter 2 Definitions

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where_specific rules of construction or terms
are not_addressed or defined in this code and are_addressed or defined in the City

Code or _another volume of the Construction Code,

International- Residential Gode such terms_or specific constructions herein shall have
the meanings ascribed to them-as in those-cedes other volumes, as applicable to the
construction and proposed scope of work hereunder.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Language is stricken; these provisions are covered in
the different sections that governs the different appeals boards in
the COH.

Justification: Chapter 1 is the legal administration and
enforcement chapter governed by state law and separately
reviewed by the City Legal Department.

Code Analysis

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the COH practice of specific
rules or definitions contained in other codes of the Houston
Construction Code.

Justification: This section is governed by the legal
administration to address how definitions amongst the codes are
addressed.
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City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes the City of Houston as the
authority having jurisdiction, and defines the authorized officials
who carry out enforcement of this code.

Justification: The amendment provides clarity on the authority
in charge of this codes enforcement.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines the Houston
Building Code, as well as the COH Building Official.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes
and the authority of the building official.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Numerous definitions included establishing various
facets of COH Code Enforcement.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes
and the authority of the building (code) official.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines the Houston
Existing Building Code and the Houston Electrical Code.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines the Houston Fire
Code. The base code definition for flood hazard area is stricken
to refer to state and local regulation for flood areas.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes,
and ensures conformity with state and local FEMA regulations for
flood areas.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines the health officer
as the designated administer of this code and Chapter 43 of the
City Code.
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Justification: Amendment provides clarity on the authority of the
Health Department and any designated administer.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Numerous definitions included establishing various
facets of COH Code Enforcement and the adopted Houston
codes.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes.

City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines the Houston
Mechanical Code.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes.
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City of Houston Amendment

Analysis: Amendment establishes and defines parent
jurisdiction to be the COH authorized health officer and building
official in charge of enforcing this code. Amendment establishes
and defines the Houston Plumbing Code.

Justification: Amendment provides clarity on adopted codes
and enforcement of this code in this jurisdiction.
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